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The Green ‘Thumbnail
OR
How to Raise Chickens
Without Really Trying
Keim_T. Houser

As many of you will pemember; tryinug
to grow a garden in Castafier can be & frus-
trating, exasperating, discouraging and
occasionally rewarding experience. The
number of failures continues to mount with
many new recruits for the "Ex-gardeners of
Castafier Club". Of course, there are note
able exceptions, e.g. Mrs. Burke, but they
seem to only occur with experience attajumi
over many years - which leaves us short
term, transplanted, midwestern, eastdrn,
and western farm boys (and ls)ata.lsss
to cope with a tropical agrxculture- (4-H
was never like this{)

First, there is the assumption that,
since eserything looks so green and lush,
any seeds put into the ground should grow-
wonderfully! Most of us start off with
visions of big, red, juicy tomatoes the
year 'round and end up being happy with
small, cherry tomajoes. Beans, lettuue
and cabbage do well with a 1little luck -
if you can keep ?omé humus in the scil aad
the chickens out

This last requirement weeds out all
but the most hardy gardeners. For, as you
all know, the chickens in Castafier stay
awake all night '"talking' about how they
are going to scratch out your garden the
next day!! They attack early! Which means
flying out of bed at 5:30 or 6:00 A.M. and
taking a few laps around your . yerd z:c
garden in your shorty pajamas tharowinz
rocks and yelling shoo!! All the whalz,
ignoring the incredulous stares of arny
Puerto Ricans who may be around 2: uhat
hour. Anyway, they have known you wzre
"un poco loco" ever since they hun; wvver
the fence and watched you dig im vne ducs
and work up a sweat. If, on oo caviy
morning tour, you happen/to.imnd G- TOUpLe
of large, brown animals rooting cv% . the
peppers and 5runt1ng, they are Juuu BOME
of the neighbor's pigs which will be sure
to run back and forth across your ga;uen
before you can chase them:.out of the yard.

But, for the true gardenmer,  nothing
wipes out the joy of the quiet contempla~
tion-of his growing plot - a fist full of

‘green beans, a few middle-sized carrots,

or even a two. inch cucumber!! It's reaily
lots of funij! :

The green thumbnail?  It's whet yuou
get from pulling out the creegéng gross
shich gends runners charging into your
garden$! .
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Back Again
OR
They Can't Keep Me Away
(No Matter How Hard They Try)
Carolyn ("Tess'") Daley

It is great to be back here once agsin
to see old friends and the changes that
have been made. As I entered the beauti-
ful valley of Castaifier, I tried to relae

to my brother all the things that I could.
rounded that first sharp curve, it
was kind of startling to see that the old

As we

gray face cof Casa Grande had been lifted
with a bright blue. As we moved on down
the road, we saw that the first tienda,
where the telephone is located, also ha. a
bright, new, yellow paint job. The B p-
tist Church is still there as bright and
cheery as ever. On past the funeral home
and that big tienda on the left, we found
that the Beauty Shoppe had been changed
into a candy store which sells Refrescos
del Pais. After rounding that last curve
above the second unit school, I began to
see people I knew, so the scenery passed
by quickly. The customary stares were
accompanied by smiles of recognition. I
knew I loved Castafier more than ever. We
moved on past the doctors homes, and I saw
that the beautiful green castle of Castafier
had been painted brown - a beautiful, strile
ing color backgrounding the trees that
have grown faster than weeds. e turned
into that first drive that goes up to the
maintenance arez and the entrances to the
residences and bumped into two ''sleeping
policemen’ 1lying the full width of the
drive to keep the speed down and unneces-
sary traffic out. Very effective!

Arriving on a Sunday afternoon, many
people were at the beach. The Fikds car
was in their drive, so I walk=d over to
their house to find that their family of
four had grown to a family of six. The
Groff's warm welcome and the Slaubaugh's
return with their new daughter made it
seem so much the same.

The front of the hospital is a little
different along with the color. The for-
ever-torn screens have been replaced with
modern cement block. Nice from the out-
side, but it sure blocks a beautiful view!
ntering the hospital, I found that Freddie
had returned to the office just the week
before. I would have missed his shining
face and timid smile more than anything
else I think. He seems to be a part of the
office. Violet Crespo gives the pharmacy
that well-scrubbed look, and the O.F.D.
has expanded its doctoring services, so
that there has been a desk put out in front.
The nursing staff seems to be a little
larger too.

'The O.,R. and lab are now primarily staffed
with people from the community, and they
look so good and dependable. That time

clock sure looks different in this setting
almost out of place. iIntering the comedor ,
the lavender walls with the paintings done
by Mrs. Kiracofe of the front of the hosp*
tal and the old Casa Grande,also the patted
plants with cigarette ends, give it that
homey touch.

The people have changed too, but very
little. Some are a little fatter and some
a little slimmer. Some faces are different
but, with the warmness of the people here,
they are not strangers very long.

The paradise of Puerto Rico is still
here in its modern dress to welcome z21l.
't is even better the second time.
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Castafier Orientation
OR
e Should Have Known Better |

Rosalee, ‘arren { Kim Heffrom

Before we came to Castafier in August,
we were fortunate to visit with some furmer
project members who were at Castafer about
eleven years ago.

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Whitesides and
family of arrensburg, Missouri and Dr.
and Mrs. Hal Leppink and family of Twin
Harbors, Michigan all helped us by talk-
ing with us about Castaiier. Mr. Ken
zell of Tuscon, Arizona, who had visited
Castafier the summer of 1965, showed us his
slides of Castafer.

This "informal orientation" we appre-
ciated as it gave us a true picture of
what Castafier was like.

Yo
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Would You Believe ’z;y

Word has come to us that Nathanarxd
Trudy Leopold will leave in December for
two years of B.V.S. work in Poland, wncre
Nate will teach in the University of Warsaw.
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Listeming-Through- the Stethescaope A
OR S

Hark, Hark - The Heart (beat)
Lee Smith, Jr., M.D.

Five doctors! tiracles do hanpen at
Castafier. Another first in the history of
Castafier in fulfilling the basic require-
ments, which make it possible to meet the
spirit of our constitution for medical
practice, has been made possible by a staff
composed of the following: Dr. Keim EHcuscr,
who began service here July 1, 1965 and
returns to Chicago for an 0.3.-Gyne resi-
dency on July 1, 1967. Dr. Larry liller,
a three month student here until June, 1965
returned July 7, 1966 to complete a term
of service which will be terminated by a
surgical residency in Chicago July 1, 1968.
Dr. Joseph Weddle comes from California
and began his service July 18, 1966 to be
terminated ina residency in physical medi-
cine in Oregon July 1, 1968. Dr. ‘arren
Heffron spent two years with the Navajo
Indians of .irizona as part of a three year
service in U. S. Public Health and came to
Castafier August 7, 1966 with hopes to t -
minate to an orthopedic surgery resid: acy
in July, 1968. Finally, Dr. Lee Smith, Jr.
began with a two month interim medical ser-
vice at Castafier in 1955 and since has
completed over five years with no termina-
tion date - but anticipating a three year
residency in ophthalmology at the Univer-
sity of Iuerto Rico. About July 1, 1967,
Dr. Harold Huffman, son of Dr. Jake Huffman
of Virginia,will begin a two year service,
or more, replacing Dr. Keim Houser.

There is unanimous opinion among the
present medical staff that the officially
approved staff of four should be increased
to five.

Lacking only joint commission inspec-
tion and approval, the standards of medical
practice at Castafier are second to none on
the Island and vie with the American Hospi-
tal Standards of the States. The Program
of Improved liedical Standards was begun in
1963 by Don and Bob Parker, brothers, who
are the sons of the original Dr. Daryl
Parker who founded the hospital in 1942.
Recognition by the governing board that we
now have an institution which can no
longer be '"‘turned over' to a local medical
group for many years to come - Brethren
have become indipenous and anticipate in-
volvement here fcr many years to come.

This past sumrer of 1966 has der a-
strated that short-tern medical help must
be of unusual quality to actually fulfill
the true mearing of helpfulness, in that
the discipline of maintaining standards are
as difficult and perhaps more involved than
those found in private practice.

dlnder the Sleeper-Tlause -of Title iIX
of the hedicare Act, it is hoped that Casta-
fier will have the potential of income vhich
will be required to maintain her present
standards. Present discrepancy in doctors
salaries are 150 a month at Castafier «ad
#1,000 a month at public health units near-
by. Our registered nurses receive 200 per
month and room and board with the minimum
wage in hospitals about us beginningat 300
per month, as of most recent changes.

de do have an adequate staff of R.N.'s
at present with Ilsa Groff as Superintendent
of Nurses,Bruni Mercado, Public Health Nurse
who was aided in her studies by a Bethany
Hospital Scholarship,Carmen Ramosde Sanchez
and 3lvira Martinez completing scholarchip
requirements for the Puerto Rican Departmeat
of ilealth by working at Castafier, Ofeiia
Rodriquez, a long time helper who lives in
the community, Fern Hudson, a 17-year nurs-
ing educator from liinnesota, Fat Moyer, a
continental transplanted to Fuerte Rico fronm
Pa., Dr. Larry Mill:r's wife, Sharcn, praised
by all, but especially by Larry!, Shirley
Fike, part-time nurse, mother, and minister's
v fe, Mrs. Jerry Ruff (former Miss Beraice
l..rtin,) and a new two year BVS assign:-,
Brenda Brandt from Pa.

We are due to lose some of our pocd
Puerto Rican nurses if we don't soon wcrk
out contract problems with the Puerto Rican
Department of Health with the new Secreicry
of Health, Garcia Palmieri, and raise the pay
of nurses to equal that of the Puerto Rican
standards.

Under Title 18 and 19,we should receive
full payment for approximately 65% of cux
patient load in both CFD and hospital due to
the high frequency of indigency uader ~u2
Johnson definition. Implementation oi tuis

pro:ram has been delayed by the change =f
personnel in the Department of Heaith =nd
our own lack of long term hospital adminis-
tration. We await the coming of a pew
administrator, &llis Shenk, and, =t the sume
time, give thanks to Dr. Ed Kiracofe, whois
leaving after two months inamost Ailficust
position.

The medical program is a well rounded
one, with four remote clinics once a month
and a new family planning and pap sSoeal
clinic being opened in sdjuntas in coopera-
tion with the Family Planning Assnciation
of iuerto Rico and Adjuntas doctiors. We
now have about 325 women using intrauterine
c ntraceptive devices of plastic. As a
» sult, postpartum sterilizations are infre-
quent.
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In early 1965, we started a routine PAP
smear program locally with Arecibo Distrct
furnishing the materials and reading our
slides at no cost. e have rapidly in-
creased the total number collected since
the five-doctor staff arrived, and we now
have over 800 clides with only four posi-
tive reports.

This summer's flu epidemic was marked-
ly buffered by an intensification of OFD
flu vaccine given over the past year, and
almost all c2ses of flu encountered were
among non-vaccinated patients. Our ex-
perience has demonstrated that in all aress,
prevertative medicine is the most efficient
and chearzst and satisfying to both doctor
and patient.

A proposed educational program which
awaits details of implementation from BSC
aspires to pive six to eight weeks experi=-
ence to Castafier Hospital doctors, and
later to nurses, at cne of the established
mission stations in Haiti. This program
should be invaluable in giving perspective
te 211 vho serve here and who might aspire
t5 serve i medical missions under severe
handicazs. Later, it is hoped this pro-
gram might be cxtended to nurses or any
of the ancillary help who might profit

frcm sash. 05 all who have ever served at
Custafier Trot zea Service Project, we bid
a big welcon Lo Ycome and see us now'',

1

giving thanls for all the support you have
given for cucha challenging work that still
remains just that!

Inside the Lab
OR
The House of the Boiling Testubes
James A. Livingston

Representing the laboratory of Hos-
vital Custafier, it certainly is my plea-
us= to write a few details that have
sien m.ace siace srriving Decemberl, 1965

n medical laboratory is making sub-
stantial growth in many areas. At the
present time, our concern is to bring the
lahoratory u»n to standards of those in
the States, first, in the number of tests
offared, oni, second, in the quality of
tests performed. This has involved adding
many pew hesting procedures to our regular

o 0 T

routine. As a result, we are now able to
do a mor~ ccmplsx study on the illnesses
of these poople, anl, where possible, find
a faster, psrranenc CLrs.

Our second concern for the laboratory,
the people, and Hospital Castafier is our
teaching program. The laboratory gives
one an excellent opportunity to learn spe-
cific technical skillsin clinical medic:ine.
As a result, we are trying to establish a

‘medical laboratory teaching program, where

high school graduates with an interest in
medicine, can learn the '"scope' of the lab
In this small, but important, way, we can
produce future technicians needed in the
medical field here in Puerto Rico =and
throughout the world.

May we extend to all of you an invi-
tation to come and visit Hospital Castaler.

In conclusion, through the tireicse
efforts of those who have served here in
the past: Kidwell, liasonj DiaDiazi, udwisg
Torbes, Leopold, #. Diaz; .tudebaker, it is
my wish that the lab, under my direction,
will continue to grow for all the pecple
of Puerto Rico and their wonderful Islind.

Nurse's Report
OR
Those Pearly Whites
llsa Zapata de Groff,
Director of Nurses

A year has gone by since we publiched
news about our hospital. A year of in. -
interesting and inspiring work for att od
us, seasoned with some hours of desciniiz
and some of pride and success.

We pulled our resources togethor, nucd
during '"Hospital veek", we had ~ veirr “oo
cessful open house where th~ coo P
responded very well. lie starticd «. ... ives
event of electing an employee oI the =
This year, Jose ilvarez (Pepe), our ouvoiz
worker, won the honor. Also, durirng tihe
"Nurses ‘eek'", we had a banquet in hcnor
of all our nurses, where we shared a lot
of fun together.

JJe have been able to increasc auu
maintain an adequate staff of nurses most
of the time. Our wages have improved con-
siderably from what they were a few years
back, making it double, and helping to
retain some of our nursing personnel .
would have floated away otherwise. Stildi,
we have a long way to go to even comparc
with the wapes offered by the Government
and some private institutions.

1
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Our staff of graduate nurses consists
of: Myself, Director of Nurses, Sharon
Miller, Assistant Director, Brunilda Mer-
cade, full +time Public Health DNurse,
Shirley Tike and £lvira Martinez in O.R.,
Bermice Martin ( ho recently became Mrs.
Jerry Ruff), FPe* loyer, Ofelia Rodriguez,
Fern liu, gsc. &nd Carmen Ramos., We are
start am with our full time pub-
Jic hedLLh rurse putting more emphasis on
healith educ ) Also, an in-service
' 3 ; i8 being prepared and will
Sharon Miller with the
’*tiuﬁ of  the rest of the nursing

b a: Pr

stical nupsing staff, you

of the familiar faces
rres, Alejandrina Lamboy,
3, Carmen Conzalez, Lita Soto
ustiniano,

Gloria Maldonado, Hilda
Teaiel Vera, Victor Fernandini,
ayas, ~ngelita Borrero, and some

heave joined our staff in more
years: They are Amalia Torres,
T Famos, Meargarita Martinez de
“orres, Domitila Mufiiz, Ana
iinsric Gonzalez, Alma Velez,
‘ernandini, Ana Lydia Ichevarria,
mrgarita Martinez de Just-
»rmen Rorian.

we will be celebrating the
; of our hospital, andall
invites you to come, greet
siee all the changes that
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Groetings rowm the Blickenstaff's
OR
Zack Eowme and Broke
Ray { Margaret Blickenstaff

We are at hcome in Idaho again.
o few Gays to get acclimated. We
swon be settled and back to normal.
} 1 States d1s a big country. We
i tohat out by coming all the way from
ok City in the bus, which was because
strike. /
C»etafler and think o ften
there. Wle are sad
is no dentist there now to
:ce. We hope there will Pe

viane

pecpLe

w0 1y a beautiful country.
ious and hospitable,
their culture to  be ad-
cloge family ties and

T 2]
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office.

Itkes-

. We enjoyed the work in the dental
We loved the third graders and
liKed to have them crowd around the chair,
There was only one patient during the year
who bit my finger, but that was allr:i.
because I am a painless dentist.  Carmen
and Raquel were both wonderful assistants
and interpreters. We could not have worked
without them.

As we review our slides;, we are im-
pressed with the tremendous dental need.
It would be good to have more dental edu-

cation and more preventive dentistry prac-,

ticed. Some other helpful things would be
a better diet with less sugan regular den-
tal attention every six months, better
tooth brushing, and topical fluoride treat-
ments by the dentist.

We enjoyed being associated with the
wonderful people in the hospital. To have
had a small part in the work that they arc
doing is ample payment for the year speit
there. We will always remember QCasteiics
and constantly have it in our thoughts and
in our prayers. ;

Schooldays, Schooldays
/ OR
Termites Row
M%riam Oliver

The school is/located in one room cf
an old barracks building. The building is
wooden with doors and windows of wood &nd
no screens. lLuckily, there are not <o
many bugs and insects here.

After sweeping out the termite <Jv=t
and getting rid of a few of the colw- ..,
we started painting the inside walls ¢
the school room and some of the fursic.
ings. This is still not finished. fu-
school started soon after I arrived.

_Along with painting and cleaning
janitorial duties), I planned a schecale
after consulting with Mr. Santiagc, the
Spanish school principal. Next, I scorted
out the books we would use (prlnux al
duties). There are many books here, but,
in some subjects, newer books are necdsc.
Also, in second grade, there are tliree
students and generally not more than oneor
two books in any subject.

Dr. Kiracofe was very helpful during
this rather confusing - time of getting or-
ganized for school. Norene Keenen, mny
predecessor, had left many books needed
his Year on my desk, which was greate

X YRAAA
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I have only six studente in =chox
In the mornings, I have the %three secn 1d

graders, Ganchi TForbes; Doug ke, d
Amy Smith, and one sixin grader, Da *d
Smith. In the afternoons, I have one fiith

v

grader, Wanda Fike, and David ~gain. Rici-
ard Groff, a tenth grader, comes for &
couple of hours each day for studyr in
Znglish, literature, and biology.
there are so few pupils, we have nores o
an informal atmosphere.

Many times, the Spanish children comre
to our door and watch or step in if ws sre
not having classes.,

One of my rajor concerns
ing has been learning Spani

Dy 2 .
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Spanish classes on Monday
for project workers. Also,
few words from other project w

comedor, and the Span*,b chitéren, but ot
seems very slow. It is quits - confusing
not to be able to “alk zu Spunien.

However, I am very glac to be in
Puerto Rico, a part of the project, - and
living in a Spanish colony-

Nuestro Trabajacor Social
José Alvarez (Pepe)

Hace 24 afics la Comunidad de Castailer
cuenta con lns cervicios de un hospital,
el cual inicic sus labores medicas y sec-
iales para fincs K del afio 1942, gracias &
un grupo de prcfesionalesy técnicos Norie-
americanos quienes inspiradcs en el ' deseo
puramente Cristiano de servir a la human-
idad, vinieron voluntariamente a prestar
sus valiosos servicios, bajo los auspicios
de la Iglesia de los Hermanos.

istos fieles y abnegados servideres,
sentaron las bases para lo que es hoy el
moderno Hospital Castafier, orgulle de este
valle y verdadera luz encendida en las
mentes y en los corazones de aquellos a
quienes el dolory la desesperacidén tortursn

El hospitaly la comunidad han crecido
juntos, se han desarrollado juntosy juntos
también han compartido sus problemas.  In
1960 se inauguré el nuevo y moderno hospital.
gracias al esfuerzo combinado de todos.
Desde entonces hemos progresado rmuchc.
Contamos cou mas personal, mayores facili-
dades, mejores serviciosy las medicinas de
las mas alta calidad.

lcs hogares es

Al irtensificar los servicios hemos
aumentado el programa de clinicas fuera del
- spital que efrecemos todos los miércoles
. comunidades aisladas en areas adyacentes.
Jstas clinicas siempre han tenido una gran
aceptacién por parte de los residentes y
debido a eso, el 1indice de enfermedades
ra disminuido considerablemente. Ciertamente
se hacen notables los efectos de nuestro
prcgrama hacia una salud mejor; la dieta en
ahora mas balanceada, los
nihites ¢c higiene mejoran cada dia y como
se 15eico, las familias se notan mas felice s
¥ contentes

Como trevajamos estrechamente con la
soranidacd v el gobierno de Puerto Rico par a

stacar en su raiz los problemas sociales y
sconfmicos en las misma forma que losd
salvd. hemos tenido bastante éxito hasta
ahora. Como ros inquieta mucho entre otras
cosaz la educacion do los nifics, hemos
visitado repetidac veces los hogaresy esti-

mulzdo a los padres para que los envién a
"2 eccuela y asi lo han hecho en la mayoria
de los casos. La misidén de este hospital

¢s compleja y dura pero nos queda la honda
satisfaccidén de haber servido y el estimulo
para continuar sirviendo con la ayudade Dios

Translavicn
OR
Tor Those of You Whe Don't Indulge

For 24 years, the community cf Casta-
Acr has depended wupcn the services of a
hospital which begun its medical and social
labors toward the end of 1942, thavks to a
groupof Continental professionals and tech-
nicians who were inspired with a simple
Christian desire to serve humanity. Trhey
came voluntarilyto give their valuable szr-
vices under the auspices of the Church cf
the ‘Brethren. :

These faithful, dedicated servants laid
the fouadations for that which is today our
modern Hospital of Castafier, the pride of
this valley and truly a burning light in
the ninds and hearts of those who have f2lt
the torture of pain and dispair.

The Hospital and the community have
grown together. They have developed toge-
ther ard have shared their prcblems together.
In 1960, the new and modern hospital was
inauguratecd, thanks to the combined efforts
of all.

N
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" blems at their roots,

Since then, we have progressed very
much. We now have more personnel, greater
facilities, better services, and medicines
of the highest quality.

To amplify these services, we have ex-

panded our program of away clinics, which
we offer every .ednesday to the isolated
communities in surrounding areas. T hese

clinics have always been very well accepted
on the part of the residents, and, because
of this, the index of sickness has fallen
considerably. Certainly, they make not- 'le
the effects of our program toward better
health. The diet in the homes is now more
balanced, and the hygiene habits are becom-
ing better every day, andit is logical that
the families are more happy and content.

As we work very closely-with the commu-
nity and the Government of Puerto Rico in
an effort to attack social and economic pro-
just the same as we
attack the problems of health, we have had
very good success. As the problems of our
children's education has been of great con-
cern, we have visited many times in indivi-
dual homes and encourage the parents to
send their children to school. The parents
have done this in many cases.

The mission of this Hospital is complex
and difficult, but we still have the deep
satisfaction of having served and feeling
the urge to continue serving with Gods help.

From the Administrator's Office
OR
$Ellis, Where Are You?
Edgar S. Kiracofe

Mr. Gene Yeazell, the administrator,
resigned effective July 15 to accept “he
position of Administrator-Developer of the
Bethany Brethren Hospital in Downers Grove,
I1linois. 3dgar S. Kiracofe served as Act-
ing Administrator from July 15 to September

185 We are expecting the newly appointed
Administrator, Mr. Illis Shenk, to arrive
the first of January, 1967. We will be

struggling through the interim period with-
out an official administrator.

The hospital continues to grow bothin
services and in the number of workers
Since August, there are five full-time doc-
tors and eight nurses actively at work.
This, together with broadened services for
the Department of Health and the liedicare
Program, has made it necessary to employ
ancillary help in offices and the labora-
tories. A new "away" clinic has been added
and other service possibilities are being
explored. '

j With a more liberal Department of Health
contract for indigent care and the addi-
tion of the ledicare programs, the time has
come when a study in depth needs to be made
concerning the future of the hospital. It
cannot stand still for long. Iither it must
expand its facilities or it must reduce
some of its services.

A word of appreciation must be given
for the excellent administrative job done
b Gene Yeazell during his two years of ten-

> He worked constantly and effectively
v ¢h the Department of Health to expand the
services of the hospital and to build a
firmer financial basis for the ongoing work.
He left behind a well-organized corps of
workers who ere loyal and dedicated to the
goals the hospital is trying to achieve for
the people of the Castafier community.

lMany people, both Continentals and
fuerto Ricans, are making notable contribu-
tions to the work of this Brethren Service
Project.

From the Treasurer's Desk
OR
Toiled Again
D. Ray Slaubaugh

The personnel changes this past summer
included a change of treasurers, as Duane
Steiner left in June, 1966 to assume the
position of assistant Treasurer of the
General Brotherhood Boardin Zlgin, Illinois

and Ray Slaubuagh, with his wife, Carol,
2 4 1little girl, Kim Renee, returned to
( .stafier after two years in Toledo, Ohio.

It is good to return after an extended stay
in the States. We cah begin to realize *he
speed at which changes are taking place in
Fuerto Rico and in the hospital program.

The dollars and cents outlook does not
seem to be too different from last year or
the year before - that we are encouraged
about the future but have no money to spend
right now., This seems to be a broken recora
and I'm not sure what we would do if we did
not have a 1little struggle with our finan-
ces. \\

One of the areas which is calling for
the new dollars we are receiving is our
first full compliment of doctors and nurses
in many, many years. Also, the 6-8 Youth
Corp and Poverty Corp workers will have -*o
be dismissed or taken on as regular hospi-
tal ‘paid employees in the near future.
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Our dental program has ~“taken a tez-
porary collapse since Dr. Eay Blickenstaff
left the first of Angust, No ‘dentist
appears on the horizon until summer of
1967. I'm sure it would be a real sur-
prise to look into the dental waiting room
and see the administrator and two secre-
taries hard at work. The loss of dental
services hurts the community health-wise,
and the hospital brdget-wise.

Wages continue to rise with a 12%
increase expected this coming year.

ile are making every effort to reduce
the General Brotherhcod Board committment
for Castafier =o that ada’tional funds might
be freed for other, perhaps more needy,
areas. This church support is being dropped
from 21,000 to .16,000 for this coming

196667 fiscal y=ar.

who is picking up the tab r
all this extra speunding? I wish I knew,
but here are a few things inat will help:
Negotiations have been {inalized for our
new Department of Health contract covering
services to indigent patiesnts, and we will

Soo000,

receive about 14,000 morc this year. Also,
the Family Flanning Association in Iuerto

Rico has decided to ray us for what we have
been doing in this area, and we will receive
17,000 from them in 1966-67.

Beyond this, our only income source is
our continuing effort to increase our local
paid-for services. Patisnt income wil: Dbe
helped with Medicaie acdsd to “he existing
insurance companies located on the Isiand.
Medicare has forced us tc review =1l our
patient charges with the result that most
of our routine charges have bcen increased
to more closely eqgual ovr c23te. Since
Duane's last report. dnccrn  Frem natients
has leveled off, and we ere uow trying to
find out why and decide what needs to be
done to get it vack on the upwerd trail.

The time has cone,
past, when we need to Look beyond next year
in our program.
OPD now and is burstinz at the seams. The
office has taken over the dental area, but

"what happens when ouc dental program ste~ts

i
g

again next surmer? The American Hosp: al
Association has listed numerous changes inat
need to be made in cnur physical plant. An
Extended Care Facility for Castafier? This
much-talked abou® 1°:tle-understood aspect
of health servic~~ recds to be looked at in
greater detail.

A look backward shows us we have come
a long way. [ 1look ahead shows us that we
are no where nesr thie end of the road. If,
when, and how do we move ahead??? :

and, indeed, maybe

Tefel Las five doctors in. .

Farewell Castaier
OR
I Was a BVS Daddy
and
I Was a BVS Mommy
Edgar & Helen Kiracofe

Two years in Castafier has helped us

to gain a better perspective of the Casta-

fier project, which has grown into a modern
33 bed hospital. The project, which had
its beginning as a civilian public service
project, is probably one of the most suc-
cessful of the Brethren Service Programs.
In one sense, it may have been too success-
ful. Brethren Service projects arc started
with the purpose of helping people to help
themselves, and, when the community 1is
able to do so, the project is turned over
to the community to manage.

The Medical Program has grown faster
than the readiness or the ability of the :
community to manage and support it. The
Hospital is a member of the American Hog~
pital Association and is certifisd to care
for liedicare patients under Title 18 and
Title 19. It is a beautiful and effective
service center in a very needy area.

Over the 24 years of the program de-
velopment, there have been three hospital
sites served by hundreds of dedicated
psople, both Fuerto Ricans and Continen-
tals. Many have worked as volunteers for
the sheer joy of service.

During the past year, it has been our
privilege to serve as counselors to the 12
to 15 Brethren Volunteer Service workers
here at Castafier and at Inter-American
University in San German. It has been a
very satisfying experience to work &0
closely with young, capable, and dedicated
people. To watch them grow in service and
to see their development makes one feel

_younger than his years.

We are very pleased at the opportunity
to continue in this work as we visit the

numerous I-W and BVS workers throughout
the United States.
A prize will be given to the lucky

person who can find the bum=my coqui on this
year's magazine cover. Pleuse send all en=~

tries to the editor.
Thank you




It Was a Very Good Year

OR
Everything*'s Coming Up Co-ops
John Forbes

Substantial progress has been achieved

by the Castafier cooperatives lately. The
Consumers Cooperative has achieved new
heights, having closed its fiscal year on
May 31 with $228,000 in sales and $17,000
in earnings. Its plans for the future are
to expand greatly and add new departments
to form a cooperative shopping center. in
Castailer.
- The Credit Union is struggling val-
iantly with the problem of unpaid loans.
The rate of loans that have not been paid
*for a year or more has not dropped markedly
as yet, but energetic means are being em-
ployed to attack the problem, with the aid
of the Credit Union Federation. As soon as
this problem is solved, the Credit  Unicn
hopes to increase its services, with bigger
loans and interest on deposits.

The Health Ccoperative is still opera-
ting with a deficit, but there is hope of
some government aid that will better the
situation. Meanwhile, it continues empha-
sizing service and zducation.

The League of Cooperatives is offering
a Cooperative Bducation Course of 13 wecoks
in the Community Center for about 30 leacors
from Castafier and Adjuntas. The course
covers such phascs as leadership, education
comrittees, history and philosophy of the
cooperative movement, cooperative law, co-
operative integration, etc., The response
is enthusiastic, and it is hoped that the
effects of this course will be felt long
after it has finished, through the activi-
ties of those now taking part.

Church News
OR
The Gospel According to Don Fike
Don Fike

The previous Newsletter indicated that
one of the year's major emphases was the
extensive visitation program carried out in
the States during the summer. This year,
the emphasis has been on a more intensive
effort here in the community and surround-
ing area, with little time spent beyond the
local scene,

Bach of the more traditional celebra-
tions or seasonal activities was carried
out with its particular inspirations and
values: Although many of the more experi-
enced youth were out of the community,
another fine Christmas drama was rehearsed
and presented which not only left its imgact
on those who saw it, but awakened and pro-
vided expression for some budding new talent
among the younger set. A youth retreat at
Methodist Camp Mameyes in Jayuya was changed
this year from an experience of the Youth
Cabinet only to one of the entire youth
group. Community~wide Holy Week services
were again held on the cancha near the
Centro Comunal. A speaker at one of these
services was "Padre Pagan", former Ipisco-
palian priest in Bartolo and Castafier a num-
ber of years ago. Our summer activities
centered around cooperation with the ires-
byterians in a camping program at Il Guacio
and Vacation Bible School held in our facil-
ities but co-sponsored by the Evangelical
churches of the community.

From the summer vacation months, during
which several student youth participated
again in acitivities of the home group, we
have returned once more to the adjustment
period caused by their general exodus to
studies and work. The diversity of activi-
ties and goals of these young people is
very interesting: Two are student nurses -
one was "capped" early in the year, the
other finishes training this year and hopes
to return to work in Castafier Hospital; One
is finishing high school in the States;
Five others are attending Brethren Coll=ges
pursuing pre-med., Spanish, physics and ed-
ucation majors; Two more are education
majors at the University of P.R.'s Rio
Piedras campus; An engineering course at
Mayagiiez is occupying another, while last
year's youth president is studying to be-
come a dietician at the Humacao branch of
U.P.R.; Recently another of the group went
to Michigan to enter the Volunteers in Ser-
vice to America (VISTA) Program:  Still
others are gainfully employed as policemei,
factory workers, etc., both here and in the
U.S.

Please keep this magazine out of your
children's hands (unless you are preparec
with well thought out answers before hand.

Thank you

. -
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Three of the most rewarding areas of
involvement this year have been: service in
volunteer chaplaincy in the hospital, parti=-
cipation in several small "discovery' groups,
anc counselling young draftees. Chaplaincy
work opens an unbroken chainof opportunities
for service to patients with  widely varied
needs. Small groups drawn together for read-
ing, discussion and prayer, have provided an
amazing anounto* thought stimulation, explo-
ration and growth-cr: _ented experiences. Cc 1~
with both Lares and Adjuntas draft
boards have increased as several youth have
needed to state and clarify their convictions
before a system which is apparently shifting
from a policy of '"any worthy alternative to
service is welcomed, tell us about it - we
have too many men'" to one of 'any worthy
alternative to service is suspect, don't tell
us about it - we'need too many men'"!

Leadership of the community's five con-
gregations nas remained constant except for
the Ipiscopalicns. A young priest from Texas,
Sterlirg Rayburn, has just arrived to take
over cuties which for the past two years have
been carried by a “”lﬂst from Spain. Louis
Weil, who servea t-e Bartolo-Castafier parish
from 1562-'6%, h;s just returned from two
years of gtudies in Burope and will divide
his time  belwecn duties at the San Juan
Cathadral end icaching in  the Spiscopalian
Seminary at Ucrolina.

TLate this smmmer,

U‘Ah tu

five members of this
congregation shared in a rich spiritual
experience %y partlclpatlng in an Ashram
directed by Dr. E. Stanley Jones. The set-
ting for thec 1aterdenominational retreat was
Inter—American U.'s Dbeautiful San German
campus. Another major interdenominational
effort already moving toward realization, is
the Island-wide Billy Graham Campaign sc 3=
duled for early 1967.

Dr. Salomon Cabezas and family returned
to Icuador shortly after his graduation from
Bvangelical Seminary in Rio Piedras 1last
spring, lany of you will remember mention
of them lest year as the persons who provided
gastoral leadev=hiin locally while the pastor
and his family carried out a summer confer-
ence and visitation program.: -

Two very pleasant surprises have come
this year via renewed friendships with two
ministerial colliesues. The first was with
B. Herran Osoric,who, with his Chilean wife,
Christinz, is cerving 2 new Lutheran congre-
gation in the Ievittown wurbanization - near
Catafio.  Herran was active in the Calderdn
youth group during our service ‘in Ecuador.

After Lutheran sponsored studies in Argentine,
he worked briefly in Zcuador and Peru befae
coming to Puerto Rico. The second surprce
came with word that former Brethren Academy
teacher and Castafier pastor, Ignacio Rivera
and family, had left their Spanish pastorate
in N, Y. and returned to P, R. where he has
accented the position of dean and part-time
professor in I. A. U.'s Bayamén Center. It
was a happy occasion when Ignacio returned
to Castafiler to deliver his first sermon
since their return to the Island.

Student Opportunities Service
R

With. Soap It's Loaded
The SOS Kids
Ron, Pat, Nini & Bill

The Student Opportunities Service is
an organlzatlon of Western Maryland College
which is located in yestminster, Maryland.
Western Maryland is a small liberal arts
college of about 800 students. SOS has
approximately 40 members at school and this
year has a field team of 22 students, 16
students in four separate towns in Puerto
Rico, , and six students in Panther, Uest
Virginia, in the Appalachian Mountain re-
gion, ' setting up a 5,000 volume library.
The organization, a voluntary group, works
throughout the school year on fund raising
1 ojects for their programs in the summer.

The organization was started in 1962
when the student body was challenged by an
assembly speaker, accusing the youth of
being uninterested and apathetic to the
world situation. In their attempt to try
to decide how to serve the world in which
they 1lived better, SOS was born. SOS
started by sending a 5,000 volume library
to the Phillipines, but has now branched
into community development as well.

Last year in Castafier, the team worked
in the local schools and with the Recrea-
tion Association in helping to build a play-
ground. They solicited from house to house
for the funds and also helped the Recrea-
tion Association to reorganize and to

10

-elect new officers.
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our team consists of two
boys who have returned to Castafier for
Their second summer, Bill McClary of Rock
Hall, WMaryland, and Ron Boone of Kilgore,
Texas, and two girls, spending their first
sumrer in Castafier, Nini Sloan, and Pat
Peregoy. both of Baltimore, Maryland. Bill
and Ron  both gruaduated from Viestern Mary-
land in June as langlish-Education majors.
Bill will he attending graduate school at
the Ansrican Universiiy in Washington, D.C.
studying in Non-Western Studies. Ron will
be entering thz U.S. Army September 4,
a 2nd lieutenant. DNini, planning a career
as an interpreter, will bhe spending her
junior year in France at the University of
Marseilles studying for one rear in her
major field of French and Spanish. Pat
will return to Western DMaryland for her
senior year studying mathematics for a
teaching carcer.

Our first project wupon arrival was
the writing of the proposal of the commu-
nity of Castafier fora new commurity center
under the War on Ioverty Program. Ve have
concentrated wairly on the Recreation Pro-
gram cf Castafier working with the Recrea-
tion Association.

We have obtained such new eguipment as halls,
bats, nets, trophies, sand, and lights for
the Community Center. A town meeting was
found to be very necessary for reorganiza-
tion purposes cnd was held, with the help
of .the Parks and Recreation Departrcuc of
Ponce, on asugust 20, followed by a Jdance
featuring the Banda de Acerc and <Zcxho
Casino of Ponce. All cf the proceeds from
the dance went towards a new projector for
the center. Preomoticn in the form of house
to house csolicitation, »osters, tickets,
and speeches to varicus groupns also took
place. There was a meeting on August 15
for the organization of teams, danci.r
classes,art classec, and tcurnaments. Fiv.
team leaders from the comrunity were chosen
to head different agz groups and different
sports, suchas volleyball, boxing, baseball,
baskethall, and doncing.

Our team also helped plan for a sani-
tation program in the community of Castaiier.
We have obtained bzrrels -from Ponce -Cement
Co. (steel drums) hich we placed through-
out the town for th= collection of trash.

This year,

Personnel

The In-Crowd j ,

Those who came since
for two years of service:

Julia Reichard, a nurse from Hagers—‘
town, Maryland.

Jim Livingston, lab technician from
Johnstown, Pennsylvania.,

Bonnie Cervone from Philadelphia came
to work as general secretary.

Kevin Keller is from Greenville, Ohio
a.:d works in the Maintenance Department.

Pat Moyer now living in Adjuntas haz
joined the nursing staff.

Ray Slaubaugh, Carol and Kim cane
from Toledo, Ohio in June. Ray holds down
the Treasurer job.

Late July and the first of August
brought three doctors who will be with us
for two years.

Dr. Joseph lWeddle,
and daughter Susan
California.,

Dr. Larry liller and his wife Sharon,
a registered nurse, came from Chicago, Ill.

Dr. Warren Heffron, and his wife
Rosalee and daughter Kimberly came from
Fort Defiance, Arizona.

Cur project teacher for two years is
Miriam Oliver who comes from Carpenters-
ville, Illinois.

October,vl965

his wife Glenna
came from Riverside,

Visitor-Worlers
OR
The Adventurers

Dr. Richard Norenberg St. Peterscurg.Fla,
and family Month ¢f June

. & Mrs. Daryl Parker New Mudﬂson, Ohio
Dr. Parker helped start
the project in 1942, Month of June
Dr. & Mrs. A. C, Hirshfield
Oklahoma City, Okla.
July and August

Jeannie Rhoades New
Student Nurse

York City Hospital
July and August

Nini, Pat, Ron, & Bill
SOS Team

Western Md. College
Five ileeks

Scuth Bend, Ind.

Helen Martin - Nurse
- Cnn M.,“'L M
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Those From Last Year
OR
The Leftovers e

Dr. & Mrs. Lee Smith, Janice, David, and Amy

(Bryon and Carol are at Manchester College.)
Rev. and Mrs. Don Fike, Wanda, Doug Josefa,
and Wendy, a baty daughter who arrived Apr. 1

Mr. and Mrs. Zverett Groff and Richard. (Jan-

ice is at McFherscn, Carmen at Manchester, &
Joyce at Nappanez, Indiana.)

* Jerry and Bernice Ma*t11 Ruff (married Sept.

.17, 1966)

Dr. and Mrs. Keim Eouser
Fern Hudson

Those Who Teft
it R
The Dropoute

Noreme Keeren

Julia Reichard

Nancy Donaldson

John Studebaker

Zdgar and Helen Kiracofe

“Duane and Jeanaie Steiner

Dr. Ray and Margaret Blickenstaff

Gene, Carol, David and lielody Yeazell
Bernice Martin - returned Bernice Ruf:i
Dr. John Taylor, Joezn, John and lelinda

Visitors
OR
No, They Never Returned

Many visitors came to
during the year and a complete
not possible.  Among those who

the hospital
listing 1s
came were:

Dr. and Mre, Franklin Cassel of Lititz,

They served Lere in 1943-Lh,

Mrs. John Barwick, who was on her way

to the States following a term of service

Pa;

in Haiti.

Mrs. John Hersmey of Lititz, Pa.

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Taylor of Toronto,
Canada. : : '

Miss Jeannic Middlecoff of Ohio.

Chester anc Virginia Poister of Calif,

Mr. Johr 3wijart of Huntingdon, Ta.

Mr, and lre Bun 'y Dasenback of Mnch.

Jean end Mzry Llimerman.

Dr, Galen ”1“)79“ & family and Gale.a's
parents, - Mr. and Mrs. Galen Wampler of
Broadway, Virginia.

Dr. Jesse Fifer and wife
Robin of Frederick, Maryland.

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Bennet

(&3

and daughter

of Dg;gwaré

 Keep it free

Dr. and Mrs. D, Stanley Houser of Ind.

Dr. and Mrs. Scheer and fawily of nine
children who gave usa delightful evening of
music.

Mr. -erd-Mrs. Heck and Mr. and W¥rs.
Nebelsick - all from Z1 Guacio.

Mrs. Margaret Farrel of Wash.

Mary Houser of New York.

Dr. and Mrs. Homer Burke of Africa

Barbara Custer, Judy Delsasso, Svelyn
Saloniker, and Judy Beuchart all of Elgin,
Illinois.

Cynthia Laymeén of Mt. Joy, Pe.

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Reiman and sons, Tim
and Phil of North Manchester, Indiana.

Mr. ard Mrs. Harold L. Steiner.

DE C.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Riegel of licoster,
Ohio.

Dr. Harold Row of ©lgin, Illinois.

Mr. and Mrs. Ken VWine and Childrern.

Tess and Tim Daley of California. -

Dr. Dick Havlik of Riverside, I1l. 3

Judy Chace of Michigan

Ruth Ann Leininger from Indiana,

Miss Bernice Huff of the Robinson

‘hool in San Juan.

Mr.-and Mrs. <ilhclm Bartenback and
family, also Ray and Virginie Bowman all
from San German & Interamerican University

tir. Donald Kauffman and family - cf
AeVeytown, Pa.

John and Mildred Fluelsch of Corona,
California.

Dr. Jayne and Deverly Blickenstaff of
Bois=2, Idaho.

Sandy Martin and Roma Paul of Iphrata,

_ Pennsylvania.

During the year we had a tour group &
16 people from Ohio, also a number of i .si-
tors from the Peace Corp Camp.

You only receive this magazine once a
year. Please care for it well so that you
may enjoy it's contents throughout the year.
from such things as bottles
" 1d glasses that are sweating; cigarette,

1gar, and pipe ashes, sticiky candy, chew-
ing gum,leaky fountain vens. cookie crumos,
dirty hands or any other dectruvctive mca-
sures.
Thank you
Your Iiditor 12
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Some Kind of wonderful
OR
Memoirs of a Mango
Jeannie Rhoades

came to Castafier during a vacation from school
and I found in Castafier an even greater chance to learn.
learned the taste of mango, passion fruit, and guave
and the smell of garlic with areganoc and coffee brewing.
learned that there are 602 curves between Custafier and Ponce.
and that standing up in the Land Rover is easier than

sitting down.
learned the sound of the '"publico'" horn when I was ;

try g to . =zep
and the sound of the i.2 crear truck during the Sundey sermon
learned that you can't avoid mimi bites or stepping on toacds

at night

and you can't avoid filling the nursery when the moon is ful:.
learned the beauty of coral in the odean depths
and the cheer of periwinkles nodding on Guilarte's slopes.
learned to love Castafier...her sights, her smells, her tastes.

and her sounds
and, especially, I learned to love her people...people

I will never forget.
learned that you don't say "adios'" when you leave Casta’er;
you say '"hasta luego!"

®

o

If you wish to receive the Newsletter again next year, pleace

fill in the blanks and return to Hospital Castafier, Box 23,

Castafier, Puerto Rico 00631, Attention: Newsletter igitor.

Thank you for patronizing tbe i

NAWSLETTER.



