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It's that time again--Annual Newsletter time!
In it we've tried to give you news of the workers
and their work. We have attempted to give a
general report of the "state of the project".

At this time of year we are thinking of Christmas
and all that Christ's coming has meant to all men.

Greetings from all of us in the name of Him who
came to bring goodwill and peace to the world.

We have appreciated the visitors who have come

during the year. Many relatives of the staff came

for shorter or longer periods. Included in these

are: Mr. and Mrs. Horace Ark, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth
Bowman, Mr. and Mrs. W.L. Brubaker, Mr. and Mrs.
George Conklin and Janet, Diane Coy, Ilene Dalgleish,
Claire Driscoll, Mr. and Mrs. James Fike, Lila
Hallepbeck, Mr. and Frs. Wjll¥rd Heffron, Dr. and

Mrs. Jacob Huffman, Mr. and Mrs. M.L.Olson, Sylva Shenk,
Mrs. Tom den Doel, Mr. and Mrs. Lee Wine, Joyce

and Otis Winters.

Among the old friends and new were: Ernesto and
Yiyi Arroya, Rev. and Mrs. Robert Blair, Claude

and Ruth (Bucher) Camuy, Rev. and Mrs. Eugene Carper,
Mr. and Mrs. Gilberto Claudio, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd
Collins, Mr. and Mrs. Clifton Crouse, Mr. and Mrs.
John Eichelberger, Miss Edith Estey (Keuka College).
Lt. Comm. and Mrs. Ray Gearing (L.A.0.S.), Orion
Hargett, Dr. and Mrs. Paul S. Hersch, Roland
Hollinger, Jim and Sheila Jackson, Mr. and Mrs. -
Ervin Martin, Marc Maitre, Brian Moore, Mar-

garet Moran, Robert B. Myers, Rev. and Mrs.

Leland Nelson, Karla Nielsen, Marjorie Nish,

‘Mr. and Mrs. Carl Noffsinger, Helen Pino, Rose-

1fn and Susan (Young) Pabon, Elipio Rodriguez,

Mr. and Mrs. Homer Royer, Ferdinand Santiago, Mr.
and Mrs. William Sayers, John Studebaker, David
and Winnie (Joseph) Toledo, Ralph, Mildred and
Rodney Townsend, and Dr. and Mrs. Jesse Ziegler.
During the Christmas Holidays last year the Exec-
utive Committee of the Puerto Rican Medical Association
paid a visit to Castafier, and in February a group
of fourteen United Church youth from Conn. visited
and worked in the Hospital and Community.
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Juan now, thrare are saver:l stooegvar pluces for us rountuin pecyula.

Felix Spector is now Chief(there are no Incians) on the Island of Anguilla,
Two hundred miles east of San Juan. As an O.D. he could not get a license
here in P.R. so he took this opportunity when it appeared. The people(several
thousands of them) are happy to have a doctor on the island and he seems to be
enjoying his work. He has left a standing invitation to visit and explore

the miles of uncombed beaches: Several of hope to take him up on this.

SCME MAY COME AND SOME MAY GO BUT WE GO ON FOREZVER! We being:

The Groffs Everett is still purchasing agent for the hospital and Elsa dir-
ector of nurses.: They have also both béen active as deacons in the church, and
serving on the Community Recreation Committee. Their biggest contzibuticn to
the community lately is their eldest daughter. Janice is doing'a bang up job
of teaching English in the local high school. She's only banged ¥p a few, but
the rest have ‘caught on that she means business. Fortunately she has a uew
principal with whom to work, who is interested in having school for real,
Ricky, tall dark and handsome, is a senior this year and one of Janice's stur-
ents. Can you imagine? Carmen is home this year and one of the hospital's
employees--ward clerk. We're never sure if the guitar strains that fioat over
the acerola hedge are from hers or Rick's guitar. Twelve year old Daniel, au
orphan boy, is a part of the family since May.

The Other Groffs EverettB Protl 2 Forest was here a fev years ago and ncw his
boother, Wayne, has settled in our community. Well not really settled down,
but as active as ever. He drives a cat for the government on the western part
of the island, plus becoming May Conklin's husband and vndernourished Little
Reinoldo's father. May found him in the pedi ward. She takes him home (home
being Homer Burke's house) each day after her work in the lab, and parks hin
in the hospital or with friends during her working day.

The Forbes John and Chela and two year old Mel live in San Juan during the
week--John is studydng this year at the U. of P.R.--in the field of public
health and social service. Lena and Gandhi are still here in Castarier where
Gandhi is a fourth grader. John gets out many week ends, for instfance for
the laying of the cornerstone of the Coop Supermarket.

The Shenks Learning the Italian language must have stood Ellis ih good

stead, judging from the rapidity with which he has learned Spanish, " He even
looks a bit Latin so fits in well as administrator. Carolyn is an old timer
€rom way back. Their four beautiful blonde childrendont look Latin bui they
sound like it already. Suzanne and Todd are in school and Krystal stays home
and helps chase fearless little Jolynn. For Those to whom it isn't obvious,
Caralyn is kept busy with her family plus all the little extra things that come
up. Oh,Oh! Word has leaked out that she decorates cakes beautifully and
where are more cakes required than at Castafier.

The Fikes Don continues in this and that and the other thing and I-daiible
here and there as usual. Seems to me he serves as mayor of Castarer without
either the prestige or the salary, neither of which is important o' course,
as all good humble, hardworking, aren't really but appsar *o be, selfizasri-
ficing Brethren know! Wanda and Doug are full time studeants and Wendy is a
full time two year old. Wanda graduated sixth grade magna cum lauds. You
who have been here remember the great fuss over graduations here. There'll

be no yap left by the time she graduates from college. een el P IS e
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GASTAT IR NEVEMIDVERWS = Shirley Fike
GONE
Bonnie Cervone Our Bonnie's in Burope a working =

Our Bonnie went over the sea,

The song that drifts oft from the office S
Is "Bring Back my Bonnie to Me". . e s
In BVS another year, ; e e
To serve the human race; il ' '

Her desk continues vacant st111

For who could ever take her place.

Miriam Oliver Readin' and writin' and 'rithmetic
But not taught to the tune of a hickory stick.
But rather, encouraging, urging and leading
To teach them spelling and math and reading.

To an Iowan school did she then depart @ - SR yff;;;'

To use her fine mind and her tender heart. 3 sy
From our lives we cannot expect to erase her;
Why! It took two teachers to try to replace her.

Ed Myer I think that I shall never see
An orderly as good as he!l
We're poorer here since he has gone : S
To study medicine in San Juan. e
The surgery suite is not the same & '
The men in five still call his name.
The kids in diapers still lament
In spite of every pin he bent.

Roberta Albin Some folks stay is simply short ' B e

But hers was short and sweet. ; ' = =
She's the kind that anyone M

Would be pleased to meet. : St

The teaching staff in Wichita

Attempted to induct her

Instead of a nurse she soon will be

A clinical instructor

Warren and Rosalett Heffron are among the misSing.‘ Can you imégine a Chief of

Staff going into a residencyé Is there something to learn after two years in
Castafier? Albuquerque got them. Have you read the book Where.is Rosalie?
I think of that title every time there is a job to be done. ' The offspring
of their Siamese cats are still seen about the communlty. Kimberly adopted
five year old Wanda for her sister. Wanda is a little blind gi*t who'made
great strides with the Heffrons, along with Miriam's help. Then Kara Lyhn
was born, an exact duplicate of Kimberly. : : :

Ray and Carol Slaubaugh? They with Kim and Ryan are getting involvéd in admin-

istration at Garfield Park Hospital in Chicago. It will be something like Cas-
tafier, with the Burkes and Clara Walters nearby in a Public Health unit. Ray
helped to iron out enough problems here that he should be well fitted for the
job ahead. Garfield ran out of money--that's happened often enough here so he
should know just how to proceed! Carol, since you aren't here to play the organ
for the Episcopal Church, they are loaning it to our high school glee club.

Phil and Sandra Ark are in San Juan where Phil is taking a residency in oral

surgery and Sandra is working as anesthetist at Doctor's Hospital. That leaves
us with one less trumpet and one less organist. It's not so bad, though when
people move only three hours away. With the Arks, Smiths, and Lichty in San




The Moyers Lowell is in the lab and Pat is in the hospital as in the last
Newsletter. Now their rather large family, previously cats and dogs, includes
little two month old Matthew. They adopted him when he was just a week old.
So far he hasn't seemed to slow them down much--they are great beachers. They
also sing in the Community Chorus(whatever part we are weak on). They live
in what used to be Casa Larga at the old hospital site.

GOING BUT NOT YET GONE

The Millers Larry's belief that there is no minor surgery, just minor sur-
geons, has developed him into our major surgeon. (The scrub nurse should know)
They have had a trip to S. America and one to Mexico, plus many short ones as
they live forty minutes away from the hospital in the Dick Lewis house. Sharon
is the nurse at the clinic there. It appears they'll need to look for a sub-
stitute in December when the baby arrives. Knowing Sharon, she probably wont
need much time off, but they usually keep them at least two days in the hos-
pital. Maybe she'll manage it over a week end.

The Weddles Joe, who became our very excellent anesthesiologist, has been
demoted to Chief of Staff. We try not to hold it against him--he still has
friends in the O.R. who collect empty I.V. bottles for his root beer still
(he says its root). Glenna has been kept busy packing and unpacking during
their three moves. Cute little Mary, unwanted by her parents but wanted by
Weddles, is two. Susan is an eager first grader. Little Philip, about a
month old, has been taken into the family and all rejoice with the son.

The Huffmans Harold's interest in obstetrics has been quite productive. He
delivered a cute little fellow one week and took him home the nest. So dark
Doug became Donna's little brother just like that. Flexible Barbara adjusted
well to the short notice. Barbara is in charge of the church music and for
a while helped in the progect housing. Ve're hoping the Huffmans will ex-
tend their stay as the Millers and Weddles did.

The Sotos Brendt married Lindolfo Soto and lives here in the community.
They are building a house on his father's farm. Grandma Soto keeps their
baby girl during Brenda's working hours. She has recently taken over O.P.D.
where her organizational ability should stand her in good stead. They

Jjust returned from a trip to the states.

The Coys So far that is just Jay. I left him until last because he is
least--but only in number. He's the busy behind-the-scenes man whose job
of keeping things running smoothly is a thankless one, not terribly exciting
but awfully important. Just having someone in maintenance as capable as he,
ought to be enough, but we get a bonus, he's also a great guy.

VISITOR WORKERS Glenna Weddle

Visiting us last December was Dr. D.L. Abbott,a general practioner from
Kern City, Cal. He spent the week here working in the hospital. A
visit that was short but sweet.

Also here at the same time was Dr. A. Watson Miller,a general surgeon from
Herrin, Il1l. Dr. Miller's month here was considered all too short by most
of us. He was a fine surgeon and also had many other interests. It was not
uncommon to see him surrounded by others, taking part in discussions on al-
most any subject. Most of came away from him with some new insights and

a great many Millerisms.
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This year we have had four medical students working in preceptoréhips,-mFrom
. April {0 June we had A. James Bennett from the Univ. of Missouri. Jim was
~here by himself for a few weeks and was then joined by his wife,Theodcra, 'Ted-
dy', and his four old son, Jay. Everyone was appreciative of the volumes of
typing done by Mrs. Bennett. ‘

From the scheoel of Osteorathy and Suréery at Kirksville, Missouri, camc _Russ
Germber. Russ was our traveler. ‘e has been spending short periods o £ time
in projects and work camps from the Vlrg¢; Tolands, through Heweil, Pong;ong,
to Africa. We all had a gocd time with him and m’ﬂ”‘yed hearing ¢f his expev-
.iences. lie hope Castafier was one of his grod ‘ones.

Robert Schiffner from the Univ of £. Uzl, iedical schocl in los Angeles spent
most of the summer here. Eob could usually be fouad in tha lab looking at
arious types of parasites, eto. 1t scems Lic had =2 speciel interesc for these
mlcroscoplc little crea‘ure It wasn*tuncommor %5 'see Bod jogging off on
come jaunt. The culmlnatlon cf-his etay was a 'Corz-as You Are' party. Courht
in a rather precarious state of attire was our Chief of Staff, cur Director of
Nurses, and the wife of cur adminietfa¥8r¥ " FEobh wmas gl ‘en a good sénd-off,
culminating in his being cscorted 4n fhe rivée for b?igf wet farewell,

John Scoltock , a juuior from the Univ. of Icwa Meaizsl scqo 17 and hiz
Lori, a librarian, came just this morth. ‘He*has a preat intérsst
325 s

pecte-of the work -here” “His enthilisiasri 5ud wil¥ifigness to worlt has
us all, - February will come ‘all too socn.

Dr. Jane ith us for one week“in early April. Dr. Skillen con-
suitod with tne m@clﬂol staff.. Eer vast knowledge concerning tbh was very
helpful. We hope to scz her soon again. :

_Jane Skiilen was w

actioner for a mOAth this

dr, Delbert D. Blickenstaff worked as a gensral pr
svmmer.  With him were his wifo and two of his teen age children. Alu, Wil

the family was their exchrnge siudent frcm Swecden. CGunor was a real hi Ui
the project, as was the enti“e fanljy Wioile Dr. Blickenstaf? assumed hlc
medical duties, his Ffamily assisted in reorganizing oun Medical Recurd Depta
One of ‘the things we’ll aJways renenkber was Del's birthday party.. We horc to
hear again of this wonderful family.

“!("

Jenny Baughman , ailer spending one summsr working at El Guacio, came: to

Castafier this summer. Jenny was a real help ia cur laboratory. . -She. was one

of us for her stay. Ve werz all quite envious when che tock a Windjammer txip .« .. ¢
through the Caribbean. It was a sad parting when Janny .finally lef: in Sept-

ember to resume her colle"e worit. 5

Ruth Slaubaugh spent most of the summer wisiting with her brother, Ray and

his family. Ruth was a great kelp with all of the time she pub in at the of-
fice. It was refreching to aea“ some unew ideas end opinipns in politics: which
Ruth shared with us. No dqull rmonents with Euth arcund! e

arff while visiting her family.
2in. We all share the sentiment
t. Good wishes to her as she-

Bruny llercado spent a mcrii: on ile nursing st
The 'Old-timers®' were glad to see her back asai
that one month isn't long enouph for her' visi
continues her studies in Goshen, Ind.

Karsn Towrsend was back after an abscence of seversl years. Jany werz glad
e hear news of Ler family., Her father was administirator of the project ;
several years, Spe filled a much needed -spot as translator for szome of Lig

newly arrived doctors




NEWCOMERS TO STAFF CASTAL.IR SUFFZRS AN INVASION"

Dr. Jon Wigert of Illinois arrived in Castafier last January for his two
years of alternative service. Jon graduated from the Univ. of Miss. Medical
school in 1 64 Being our only 'bachelor doctor', Jon comes in for a lot of
good-nature k1dd1ng, which he takes very kindly. Being a conscientious
worker, Jon can usually be found in or near:the hospital most any time--
morning y noon, or night. oy

Virginia Harris is our addltlon to the nursing staff this year. ©She is an
R.N, from Sprlngfield, Missouri. We wouldn't know what to do withoutVVirglnla
to watch our kids, keep the pre51dent of ‘the Camera Club on schedule, : to
lend a vital spark to our proaect activities, -and always be willlng to 1eave
any meeting or her bed to answer the call for a nurse. i

We were certainly glad to welcofie" Burton and Judy Wolfthis past August. Burt
splits his time teaching the older project children and working with .the Youth
Recreation Program of the Castafier Community Center. Judy, a graduate dletlclan
is a weleome addition to our hospltal staff. Everyone has been extremely '
pleased at the pregress she has made in the -menus and kitchen. efflciency.

Dr. and Mrs. James Hollinger (Judy) and children Craig and Caryn 301ned the
staff this past July. In addition to Jim's various duties at the hospital, he 1
will also be in charge of the Pharmacy:.-Judy, an R.N. , is helping out by !
taking surgery calls and typing medical records. We also understand that Jim
has a bit of builder or carpenter in him, It seems he is making, with the

help of a chisel, hammer etc., a rather large hole in the wall of his house. -
It's not so bad really, just another door.

Marie - Brubaker from La Verne, Cal. is our 'jack of all trades'. She teaches
the younger project children at the English.school, teaches English to some

of the Puerto Rican nurses, has charge of the housekeeping department, and is
the chairman of the editorial committee for this Newsletter. Consciously or
unconsciously, I believe Marie fulfils the 'Mother 'mage' for so many of us who
are away from our own homes and families. We are glad to say la Verne's loss
is our gain. =

Jh;_1uuLJﬁuih_Dnhn_Knuashm1Lz (Clarlce) and son Kyle, are new arrivals since -
July. Dehr:and Clarice are both’ graduates- of McPherson College. Dohn had
Just completed a year of intérriship and a.year of residency in Iowa’ before
coming here, With other duties, Dohn is also serving as Chief of Anesthe81ol-
ogys Clarice contributes her time and energies in playing the organ for
church. She also makes an exuellent Retreat chairman.

lh;_and_M:B‘_ls:zx_Mnxanan(Anne), our new dentist and his w1fe are here from
Michigan. Anne had previously been a high school German teacher, but now-

spends most of her tim with their new son, Christopher. Jerry seems fully
adapted to the Dental Office and has a full schedule every day. On Wednesdays
he packs up his equipment and goes to the away clinics with the medical team.
We are thankful to have him. 0

Paul Henry from Chicago, our most recently arrived volunteer, began his work

here with the maintenance ‘staff in October and did well. But when Neftali Valentin,
tin, our x-ray man, decided to go back to school to finish his tralnlng, Paul

was called to this department to help. He responded eagerly.

Those who have come and those wo have gone deserve our thanks for the valuable
contributions they have made to Hospital Castaner.




L IN & 2 ¥y 00 » Yrenda Soto

The nursing department includes many distinct areas, such as,-- the in=-
patient area, surgery, clinics and out-patient area to mention a few. 'One
of the most inteéresting areas, and one that poses a big challenge to a .con- -
scientious nurse, is the Out-Patient Department, commonly called OPD. Here
the patient receives treatment for injuries or illnesses that do not require
hospitalization, or in our unique situation, when all the beds are in use!
There are special days of the week for persons who are receiving treatment

for tuberculosis and diabetes, for prenatal and post-partum care, well-baby . .. -

clinic and family planning clinic.

A typical day in OPD may begin something like this. Patients are pre-
pared to see the doctor and their vital signs and complaints charted in the
OPD records.They await their turns to be seen by the doctor, and then they
return to the nurse in charge for treatment.

"'Brenda, will you soak this giri's hand while I check this man's
stitches?" comes the call of the first doctor to enter the clinic.

A few niinutes later, "iWell, you may take these stitches out and then
in fifteen minutes.dress that girl's cut". ‘ : o, P

" There are, orders for several people to have blood drawn and urine
specimens sent ‘to the.lab and to return to the doctor for final diagnosis
and treatment. #hile I'm giving several injections and applying TB screen-
ing tests, the.clinic door will open and a nurse's aide calls, "Hurry,
bring the litter. There's a woman in labor at the emergency entrance'.

So we drop everything and run to assist the woman into the clinic.
She's a gravida eight, having very strong pains, so the doctor checks her
immediately and says, '"She's fully dilated, but the baby's lying sideways. B
‘Hurry, take her to x-ray for a final check, notify the floor of an admission,
notify surgery of an immediate Ceasarean section, and bring the spinal
anesthesia tray to x-ray for me".

So off to the race. However, no sooner had we gotten her to x-ray

and I was on my way to notify the surgery department, than a volunteer work- i

er in the lab comes running out calling, "Where's the emergency OB pack?
We just had a baby on the X-ray table!"

Well soon things calm down and we go with our usual treatments, in-
struction, and citas,--all in a day(s work for the nurse in OPD.

MEST OUR NURSING STAFF

Ofelia Rodrigues, R.N. , has been with us seventeen years. She is a Public
health nurse now.

Shirly Fike, R.N. has been working part time for four years as supervisor
of the operating room.

Pat Mozér, R.N. has been working with us for three years.

Brend Soto, R.N. came as a BVSer énd liked it so well that she stayed.
She's been with us two years and is now in charge of OPD.

Carmen Delbreé Cortes, R.N.vhasjbéén with us for over a year. She was
granted a Bethany scholarship and is a member of the local Brethren Church,
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Doris Rivera, R.!N. has been with us.for over a year. She is from Yahuecas.

Virginia Harfis, R.N.is a BVSer and has been with us for a year.-

Llena Brebon, R.N. 1968 graduate of Ponce District joined our staff last
month. She is from Limoni.

We are also very proud of the folks who have worked with us in the past.
Titi Gonzales received her diploma from graduate nursing this year. Hilda

%uintana in in her second year degree program of nursing at the Catholic
niversity. Bruni Mercado is working on her B.S. in nursing at Goshen.

SEVEN LITTLE..... SIXLITTLE. .FIVE LITTLE...SIX LITTLE VOLUNTEZRS Virginia Harris

This past year has brought quite a change in the number of volunteers.
When I arrived the first part of last December, the total number was seven.
In just a few months we started losing some and in six months the number
was two, but not for long. By the middle of September our number was back
up to five and the arrival of Paul Henry makes us six.

Even though we have various types of work we get. together for play. On
occasional weekends we have gone to one of the many beaches here in Puerto
Rico. Or we shop in San Juan or climb one of the many near-by mountains.
We've also gone swimming in the cool refreshing mountain pools. Sometimes '
we've even gone to one of the near-by towns to see a movie for fifty cents.

It hasn't been hard for most of us to adjust to such a nice place with
many more comforts of home than we had expected. Puerto Rico is fast getting
many of the conveniences of the states. We still need good telephone ser-
vice. The climate is ideal in this valley--never too hot or too cold. Most
days are like a beautiful breezy summer day in Indiana. The only thing
that might interfere with outdoor plans is the rain which you can count
on just about every afternoon, lasting only a few hours.

Our biggest problem in adjusting has been the language barrier. Most
of us came down here not knowing any Spanish, so the first thing we did
was to make a bee-line to Spanish classes. With the help of textbooks and
the helpful Puerto Ricans who get a kick out of encouraging, and correct-
ing our errors, we've very slowly learned the essentials of the language.
Thks is needed to do our work and helps us know our fellow workers better.
The Soken Language isn't our only way of learning to know the Puerto Ricans
better. We play and worship with them. Even though you may not understand

th
e Janghige Skeg, you know that you are all worshipping the one true God

and are all His sons through Jesus Christ.

If there are any of you, young or old, who would like to give some of

your time and talent in service, and gain more than you give, Puerto Rico's
the place. Just contact the Elgin office and watch the numbers change

to seven....eight... and who knows how many little volunteers!
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Kitchen Gets New Look ‘ ‘ Judy Wolf-

No, we're not remodeling the facilities--just repairing and rearranging
the old. The onset of problems, according fo the maintenance department,
began upon the arrival of our new dietician, Judy Wolf. She recently com--
pleted her dietetic internship at the Univ. of Mich. Medical Center after
graduating from Manchester College. She is here with her husband, Burt, .
for two years of service. ' ‘

In the two months since_their arrival, the kitchen has -changed consid-
erably. During serving time, you'll find an 'up-to-date' assembly line at
work. Vith the aid of the newly repaired steam table, the food is now ar-
riving at the patient's bedside at the proper temperature. . New dishes are -
also appearing in the way of unusual desserts, such as cherry cobbler, ice
cream and. pudding.’ Ih some of these we used up some of the long standing
supplies in the storeroom. The first evidences of a more elaborate diet
therapy program aré beginning to show in the form of a kitchen patient
cardex, similar to the one used by nursing, and the presence of the diet-
itian on grand rounds. These may appear to be minor advances but more coming.

A new employee has also appeared who was given the title of héad but-.
cher. Yes, Burt Wolf was drafted for the weekly job because of his skill .*
and experience in the field. ' ' :

Overall, the women in the kitchen have been very kind and cooperative
toward this young intruder in their kitchen, and personal relations are
developing to such an extent that future plans for patient and comedor
meal improvement look very hopeful.

Dental Department News - : ) Jerry McKimmy

"Tiene doloré Que es la problema?' are the questions posed to fifteen
to twenty patients & day by Dr. Jerry McKimmy. | e

He began a two year term of service early in July. He is a graduéte "
of the Univ. of Mich. School of Dentistry. '

The dental clinic is open Saturday morning and eight hours on week-
days except Wednesdays. On that day the doctor totes a portable army sur-
plus dental chair to the various away clinics for a day of open-air den-
tistry. Avariety of dental work is done here, including much oral surgery,
dentures, cleaning teeth, fillings, etc.- There is as.well some opportun-
ity for crown and bridge, orthodontic and root canal work. Maria Ester
Torres is developing into an able assistant. Mrs. Jacob Christ recently -
donated money:in honor of her husband, for dental equipment. An autoclave,
x-ray illuminator, operator's stool,. model trimmer and dental cabinets
were purchased. There is still need for gold foil and endodontic instruments.
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It's Fun! It's Promising! Burt Wolf
In the community development aspect of the Castafier project a new vol-
unteer has been working for past few months. His name. is Burt Wolf and he

is here for a two year stint with his wife, Judy.

While the job description is somewhat nebulous, the general limits of
the recreation center are ones that seem to definitely need some work and
attention. In this respect, a local sponsoring committee has not met for
some time, and upon his arrival no one was even as much as turning on the
lights for recreation at the concha. Weeds had pretty well conquered most
of the ground around the long, yellow barracklike structure that serves as
the center. The same was true of the ball park. Activity was non-existent.

Since then progreés has been slow but there are definitely some signs
of movement in a forward direction. By simply getting some of the fellows
of the community to make phone calls to Ponce, we have gotten the Depart-

- ment de Parques y Recrees of Puerto Rico to cut_some of the weeds (come are

too tall to cut) and to replace some of the large bulbs in the stadium
lights., : '

As a part of this program of regrowth and development, we have had one
ball game with another city. Ve have also seen that there is some kind of
activity at the center almost every night such as volleyball, four square,
soccer, softball, etc. 1In addition»to:this there has been some interest
shown by a few of the fellows in learning to wrestle and a few of the girls
in having a Saturday afternoon recreation day for 'girls only'.

We are hoping that in the very near future we can get an adult spon-
soring group to begin meeting again and to provide funds necessary for equip-
ment and activities in the center. Ideas for the future include tourna-
ments, movies, frequent outings with the boys and workdays designed to clean
up and fix up the center. Actually the new volunteer doesn't really have
many new ideas. Heis interested in reviving the old ones. It's fun

- it's depressing, it's rewarding and it's frustating, but it's promising.
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New Faces of the Church Don Fike

The (organized) Church has received its share of unkind remarks lhtély;
However, man of the remarks are only half-truths which closer scrutlny
reveals to be less dangerous than they first appeared.

It is pq551b1e that you have recently heard a remark being circulated
about the Castafier Church. Yes, it's true! The local church is 'plastered’.
But it's all by the decision of the local congregation and the concerted
effort and initiative of a few local men. The result is a new 'face' for
the entire church building, inside and out--classrooms, sanctuary, office
kitchen and parsonage. The enthusiasm generated by this project may even
overflow into a painting campaign.

Another new face of the church (people) is less obvious than the above
and not to be seen by simply driving into the community. It is evident in
the increased number of local members accepting positions of rdsponsibil-
ity in the congregation. The participation of several young adults who
have returned with professional preparation as teachers, nurses, etc.,
has added some new dimensions to our corporate life. The surge of the new
initiative, new ideas and carry-through infused into their participation
as members of the official board, church school officers and teachers
gives a new quality and meaning to our worship and a sense of urgency to
* the utilization of our Christian resources for growth.

Some of this new verve was manifest in the planning and executing
of a surprise welcome-home for the pastor's family on their return from
vacation in the States. Drama, music, recitations and spontaneous infor-
mal speeches added spice to the event.

Earlier in the summer the congregation had gathered for a similar
occasion--an evening of recalling old times as Homer and Marguerite Burke
were given a warm welcome back to the community and congregation. After
'retiring' here several years ago, Dr. and Mrs. Burke returned to Nigeria
to develop and direct a public health program. Only a few short weeks
after their welcome back to Puerto Rico, this continued interest in pub-
lic health took them away again--this time to serve in a new clinic fos-
tdred by Bethany Hospital in Chicago' near west side. Renewed fellowship
with them was an enjoyable but brief experience.

An exciting first this summer was a children's camp at a Roman Cath-
olic retreat center near Arecibo. It really was an experiment in eccumen-
icity--the site is normally used for Roman Catholic lay-training courses.
Castafier's Episcopal priest established the contact, obtained permission
for our use of the facility and later helped us with transportation of
the children. Some of the helpers were also from other churches in our
community. It was an unusual opportunity! Another of the new faces
of the Church.
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STATZ OF THE PROJICT REPORT

. The obvious, which is often so obscure, was recently called to my
attention, A donation from a fellowship of Spanish-speaking farm workers
in the state of Delaware came with a letter explaining that their offerings
were designated for a rural, church-related hospital in Puerto Rico. 'The' .~
letter from the State Council of Churches executive, who transmitted the gift,
said that ours was the institution which seemed to best -conform to this -
description... , ; - ; AN

This set me to checking my memory-and then a list of hospitals- to
check the agguracy of their decision in sending the money(not that'I really
had any intention of returning the gift). Of the 138 hospitals in Puerto’: = -
Rico, only six are listed as church-related: Hospital Menonita in Aibonito,
Hospital Bella Vista. in Mayaguez, Hospital San Lucas in Ponce, Ryder Memor- - '?
ial in Humacao, La Concepcion in .San German, and Castafier. And though as to -
population which it serves Hospital Menonita might run a close:second, theré~:

is no doubt that Castafier best fits the definition of a rural setting.

Clearly, the decision to locate a hospital in Castafier has, through the
years, proven to be increasingly valid. And doubtless much of the reservoir
of goodwill which has accrued to the Hospital is due to the fact that it is
grientated to the needs of a large rural community for which'the government .
has mot been able to make adequate provision for health services. Equally
important in its appeal is the fact that the hundreds of man-years invested
im this work through a quarter of a century have been given with a dedica-
tion and selflessness which has penetrated the work at all levels and fully
earned the status as a church-related institution. The workers have seen
their labor as a witness to. théir beliefs: Snd-what’more can one do than to
attempt to witness, totally, to what he believes.

What does it mean to be a rural, church-related hospital in Puerto Ricol
Today, as in 1942, it continues to mean an urgent need to.educate people in -
good health habits, sanitation and nutrition. It means a sector of society "~
with no private physicians. Though to a lesser degree than before, it
stil}l means that many patients are unable to reimburse for the cost of med-
ical serviges offered to them. Practically no one is able to pay for the
full cgsts of hospitalization, '

Though there has been much improvement in the standard of living for
residents of rural Puerto Rico during these years, compared to rural USA,
the life im the barrios of Adjuntas, Lares, Maricao, and Yauco is still ex-
tremely difficult and full of uncertainties. Despite this, more and more
patients are paying greater amounts of their bills, and an increasing num-
ber of patients are able to carry some form of pre-payment plan for their
medical and hospital costs. Perhaps this is not so incongruous when one
looks out én the parking lot and finds that the space built for visitor.:
and patient parking eight years ago hardly meets a third of the need .today. .
And the proportions of this particular problem are increasing rapidly. o

The squeeze for the Hospital comes from the fact that though the econ--
emy of the area, on which clients rely for their income, is improving very
gradually, the costs of hospital labor are growing by leaps and bounds
since the application of the federal minimum wage to the hospital sector
of the economy in Feb. 1967. Employees who two years ago received 63 cents
per hour now receive $1.00,and another set of increases is expected for
Feb. 1969. The annual payroll for last year's average staff of 80 was
$177,300.

During the past two years the Bepartment of Health of the Puerto
Rican government has conceded a contract of $90,000 annually for service
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to indigent patients, mostly for hospitalization. Another aspect of the work
in the last year has been the provision on a contract basis of Mgdical, labo-
ratory and x-ray services and drugs to a clinic operated under %ﬁe Office of
Economic Opportunity in the four closest barrios of Maricao. Over 1,000
patientevisits per month are made by the doctors going in turn.to this clinic

~ about 40 minutes west of Castafier. Since Sastafier had traditionally served

~much of this area, this large number of visits has shown to us the inadequacy
ef our outreach. Apparently we have failed in bringing services within reach
of the most isolated, and therefore the most needy.

The Hospital has been a participant in Medicare from its inception. In-
creasingly this has forced us to better the standards of our services. Again
in this past year we were subjected to a Medicare inspection. As a result,
there were further inspections of the pharmacy and the laboratory. Though
we have passed these inspections, it beomes more difficult to match our two
interests of participating in Medicare, and our desire to use indigenous
staff at all points possible. Because of the rural setting of the Hospital,
it seems impossible to hire trained personnel for the more technical jobs, un-
less there is time to wait while local people are trained for these jobs.

One of the hopeful signs is the fact that there is now a.gizeadle corps
of local nurses and nursing students. One almost has the impression that
Castafierwill not be able to absorb all of them. But experience has taught
us that not all return to Castafier, and many go on to further education or
family responsibilities. Hopefully other local youth will be led to train
themselves as x-ray technicians, laboratory technicians, pharmacists, and
dietitians. One bright spot in this whole picture is the acceptance last
fall of one local young man to the Medical School of the Univ.-of Pi R.

As to the future of health care in Puerto Rico, at this .moment there is
a lack of eclarity as #o the possible changes which the next governor may in-
tend in this field: Industrialist Luis A. Ferrd, who wén a «comfortable
victory with his Partido Neuvo Progresista, over Luis Mufioz Marin's unsuspect-
ing cendidate Luis Negron Lopez, made campaign promises to change a great
many things in Puerto Rico. There is some indication that his party will at-
tempt to open up free choice of physician and hospital under the Medicaid
Program. This ¢6uld bring considerable change to the health program here.

The political year was as ridden with surprises in Puerto Rico as in U.S.,
When he failed to gain the Popular Party candidacy for governor, incumbent
Roberto Sanchez Vilella Dropped out of the Popular Party and announced his
alignment with a practically unknown new party, the Partido del Pueblo. He
eventually led this party to a strong third party status in the elections-
enough to shatch the prize from his rival Negron Lopez.

Though the Ferré forces won the governorship and the mayoralties in San
Juan, Ponce, Arecibe, Bayamon, and smaller towns, including Adjuntas, and
also wow a majority in the House, they failed to gain a majority in the
Senate. There they will likely have to deal with the astute Mufioz Marin as
Senate President in order to pass any of their legislative program. It ‘is
now clear that one-party control is a thing of the past in Puerto Rica.

And despite the unknown true character of the year-old PNP, the next year
promises to be a very interesting one for Puerto Rican politics and for
the future of the island. ’

Also due for some changes is the relationship of Castafier to the Church
of the Brethren. The Church, in its own"Political" surprises of the year
has formed a new commission and named a new executive to which Castafier will
relate. Though Brethren readers have already learned of the development




through regular news channels, the many who have learned to know the Church
of the Brethren through visits or service in Castafier will have to learn
our organization anew.

In a reorganization finalized by the Annual Conference of the Church in
June, The Brethren Service Commission and the Foreign Mission Commission were
unified in a new World Ministries Commission. The reshuffling of the two
staffs is to be completed by next September, and will begin in earnest when
the newly appointed Executive Secretary of the World Ministries Commission
takes up his duties on January lst. Named to the new post is Joel Thompson,
former missionary to Indonesia and current Director of Mission Education
and recruitment.

The reorganization provides ample occasion to reassess both staffing
and internal organization in terms of present day problems and needs. Hope-
fully the change will eliminate the oft recurring but unproductive discus-
sion on the question of whether service or mission is the more important
work of the Church. It should allow everyone to turn full energies and at-
tention to the mission of the Church, which knows no such arbitrary divisions.

So both the changes in government and church organization offer enough
assurances and enough questions that one looks forward to a stimulating
year of adjustment to the new factors in each realm. But in its basic com-
mitment as a rural, church-related hospital in Puerto Rico, the coming year
does not seem to call for major changes.

Ellis J. Shenk

Eleven years ago Nathan Leopold came to serve as a volunteer in Hospital
Castafier. His capabilities in many fields were invaluable. He taught the
other members of the staff Spanish. He was laboratory and x-ray technician
and later became our social worker. He took advanced work and graduated
from the U. of P.R. with a master's degree. Thus he furthered his under=
standing of the social, political and ecomomical situation as it exists in
Puerto Rico, He often says, " Part of me is built inot the very wall of
Hospital Castafier.

Now he and his wifes Trudi, live in San Juan. There, as part time ad-
ministrative assistant of the progect, he gives valuable service in public
relations, soldicitation of donations, and through other contacts with
various businesses and agencies.

One of his great "joys" has been participating in the celebration of
Three Kings' Day. Yes, more, he's been the guiding force. This year he is
asking local residents to carry more of the responsibility, lest it become
a 'one-man" project. But he's still promoting it with his wsual vigor.

His life has been and is a challenge to many. He's proved that doing
the best that you can wherever you are, under any circumstances, is a
victorious way of life. Here's to Nate and Trudi, two of the best friends
Castafier has ever had!

Ed. Note---- Especial thanks is due to Jay Coy for the art work, and to
Ellis Shenk and Judy Wolf for editoria™ help. Aleo bear in mind the sten-
cils were not cut by a professional! M.H.B.
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BREVE HISTORIA SOBRZ LA COMUNIDAD DE CASTANER
José Alvarez Acosta

Para el afio 1936, Castafier era una inmensa finca de café con algunas ca-
sas viejas construidas de madera y zinc. 3n 1935 ésta drea fue declarada zona
aislada y en 1936 el govierno de Puerto Rico, con la ayuda del govierno federal
se empezd el desarrollo del Area bajo un programa de rehabilitacidén de &reas
atrasadas. 3ste programa adquirié la finca por compra e iniciaron la labor de
adiestrar obreros en todas las fases agricolas y a las amas de casa en labores
domésticas e industriales. Bajo este programa se construyeron 200 casas de con-
creto armado, lo que eliminé las viejas casas de madera. Para tener derecho a
una de estas casas, el obrero venia obligado a tomar el adiestramiento requerido
por ley o de lo contrario no era elegible. Al finalizar el entrenamiento se re-
partieron las casas con una cuerda de terreno, bajo un contrato de.arrendamiento
el cual pagarian en cdmodos plazos hasta liquidar el total del costo. Zn los
afos de 1953 y 1954 el govierno hizo arreglos para que se le diera titulo de
propiedad a los obreros pagando un balance minimo reajustado, pasando estos a
ser duefios con titulo de propiedad. ‘ o ot

Como en el &rea no habia escuela, se construyd una de 12 salones en 1937,
donde se ensefiaba desde el primer grado hasta el octavo. La comunidad carecia
de servicios médicos ya que estos quedaban a una distancia de 24 kms. y eran
de muy mala calidad. Habia muchas enfermedades y pardsitos. En 1942 la Iglesia
de los Hermanos con sede en Elgin, Illinois, fundd el Hospital Castafier e inme-
diatamente iniciaron un eficiente y muy competente programa de salud tanto en el
campo fisico como espiritual, el cual sigue funcionando muy eficazmente.

En 1945 se establecid el servicio de correo. BEn 1947 la Iglesia de los Her-
manos en su interés por el progreso del 4rea, establecid una escuela superior,
siendo ésta la primera de su clase en un campo de Puerto Rico.

En 1947 se organizd la Cooperativa de Consumo de Castafier y para esa misma
fecha inicid sus servicios. En 1950 se construyé el nuevo edificio Cooperativo
con auto-servicio y se organizé el Comité de la Comunidad de Castafier. JIste
comit® trabaja por el mejoramiento en general del &rea. En la Gltima década se
han construido un total de 200 hogares, o sea, 100 han sido construidos poe el
gobierno bajo la Administracién de Programas Sociales y 100 por personas que han
venido a residir aqui. - C

En 1962 se establecid la oficina de Bienestar Pablice y en 1965 el Centro
de Distribucidén de Alimentos para personas indigentes. En 1968 se inicid la
construccién de la primera fibrica de Fomento Industrial ¥y un Centro Comercial
Cooperativo cuyas construcciones estdn en proceso actualmente. Esta es una
comunidad religiosa y cuenta con 5 iglesias, Catdlica, Bautista, Los Hermanos,
Episcopal y Pentecostal.
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// STATE OF THE PROJ.ICT REPORT

Am The obvious, which is often so obscure, was recently called to my

- attention, A donation from a fellowship of Spanish-speaking farm workers
in the state of Delaware came with a letter explaining that their offerings
were designated for a rural, church-related hospital in Puerto Rico. The
letter from the State Council of Churches executive, who transmitteq the gift,
said that ours was the institution which seemed to best conform to this
description. : '

This set me to checking my memory-and then a list' of hospitals- to
check the aggyracy of their decision in sending the moneéy(not that I really
had any intention of returning the gift), Of the. 138 hospitals in Puerto
Rico, only six are'listed as church;rélaﬁéﬁg_ Hospital Menonita in Aibonito,
Hospital Bella Vista in Mayaguez, Hospital San Lucas in Ponce, Ryder Memor-
ial in Humacao, La Concepcion in San ‘German, and Castafier. And though as to
population which it serves Hospital Menonita might run a close second, there
is no doubt that Castafier best fits the definition of a rural setting.

Clearly, the decision to locate a hospital in Castaiier has, through the
years, proven to be increasingly valid. And doubtless much of the regervoir
of goodwill which has accrued to the Hospital is due to the fact that it is
erientated to the needs of a large rural community for which the government
has not been able to make adequate provision for health services. Equally
important in its appeal is the fact that the hundreds of man-years invested
im this work through a quarter of a century have .been given with a dedica-
tion and selflessness which has penétrated the work at all levels and fully
earned the status as a church-related institution. The workers have seen
their labor as a witness to. théir beliefs: Snd-what’fiore can one do than to
attempt to witness, totally, to what he believes. o

What does it mean to be a rural, church-related hospital in Puerto Ricoé
Today, as in 1942, it continues to mean an urgent need to'educate people in |
goeod health habits, sanitation and nutrition. It meansra sector ofvsociety
with no private physicians. Though to a lesser degree than before, it
still means that many patients are unable to reimburse for the cost of med-

- 1ical services offered to them. Practically no one is able to pay for the
full costs of hospitalization.

Though there has been much improvement in'the standard of living for
residents of rural Puerto Rico during these years, compared to rural USA,
the life in the barrios of Adjuntas, Lares, Maficao,~and Yauco is still ex-
tremely difficult and full .of uncertainties. Despite this, more and more

~ patients are paying greater amounts of their bills, and an increasing num-
ber &f patients are able to carry some form of pre-payment plan for their
medical and hospital costs. Perhaps this is not.seo ihcongruous when one -
looks out on the parking lot and finds that the space. built for visitér -

* ‘and patient parking eight years ago hardly meets a third of the ne&d today.
And the proportions of this particular problem are increasing rapidly.

The squeeze for the Hospital comes from the fact that though the econ-
emy of the area, on which clients rely for their income, is improving very
gradually, the costs of kospital’ labor are growing by leaps and bounds
since the application of the federal minimum wage to the hospital sector
of the economy in Feb, 1967. Employees who two years ago received 63 cents
per hour now receive $1.00,and another set of increases is expected for
Feb, 1969. The annual payroll for last year's average staff of 80 was
$177,300. '

During,phe past two: years the Eepartment of Health of the Puerto
Rican government has conceded a contract of $90,000 annually for service
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to indigent patients, mostly for hospitalization. Another aspect of the work
in the last year has been the provision on a contract basis of ﬁgdical, labo-
ratory and x-ray services and drugs to a clinic operated undér the Office of

- Economic Opportunity in the four closest barrios of ‘Maricao. Over 1,000

patientevisits per month are made by the doctors going in turn to this clinic
about 40 minutes west of Castafier. Since Sastafier had traditionally served
much of this area, this large number of visits has shown to us the inadequacy
ef our outreach. Apparently we have failed in bringing services within reach
of the most isolated, and therefore the most needy.

The Hospital has been a participant in Medicare from its inception. In-
creasingly this has forced us to better the standards of our services. Again
in this past year we were subjected to a Medicare inspection. As a result,
there were further inspections of the pharmacy and the laboratory. Though
we have passed these inspections, it beomes more difficult to match our two
interests of participating in Medicare, and our desire to use indigenous
staff at all points possible. Because of the rural setting of the Hospital,
it seems impossible to hire trained personnel for the more technical jobs, un-
less there is time to wait while local people are trained for these jobs.

One of the hopeful signs is the fact ‘that there is now a sizeable gorps
of local nurses and nursing students. One almost has the impression that
Castafierwill not be able to absorb all of them.  But experience hag taught
us that not all return to Castafier, and many go on to further educatiop or
family responsibilities. Hopefully other local youth will be led to train
themselves as x-ray technicians, laboratory technicians, pharmacists, and
dietitians. One bright spot in this whole picture is the acceptance .last
fall of one local.young man to.the Medical School of the Univ. of P. R.

As to the future of health care in Puerto Rico; at this moment there is
a lack of ¢larity as to the possible changes which the next governor may in-
tend in this field. Industrialist Luis A. Ferré, who won a comfortable
victory with his Partido Neuvo Progresista, over Luis Mufioz Marin's unsuspect-
ing cendidate Luis Negron Lopez, made campaign promises to change a great
many things in Puerto Rico. There is some indication that his party will at-
tempt to open up free choice of physician and hospital under the Medicaid
Program. This could bring considerable change to the health program here.

The political year was as ridden with surprises in Puerto Rico as in U.S,
When he failed to gain the Popular Party candidacy for governor, incumbent
Roberto Sanchez Vilella Dropped out of the Popular Party and announced his
alignment with a practically unknown new party, the Partido del Pueblo. He
eventually led this party to a strong third party status in the elections-
enough to snatch the prize from his rival Negron Lopez. i

Though the Ferré forces won the governorship and the mayoralties in San
Juan, Ponce, Arecibo, Bayamon, and smaller towns, including Adjuntas, and
also wow a majority in the House, they failed to gain a majority in the
Senate. There they will likely have to deal with the astute Mufioz Marin as
Senate President in order to pass any of their legislative program. It is
now clear that one-party control is a thing of the past in Puerto Rica.

And despite the unknown true character of the year-old PNP, the next year

promises to be a very interesting one for Puerto Rican politics and for
the future of the island. '

Also due for some changes is the relationship of Castafier to the Church
of the Brethren. The Church, in its own"Political" surprises of the year
has formed a new commission and named a new executive to which Castafier will
relate. Though Brethren readers have already learned of the development
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-~and recrultment.

through regular news channels, the many who ha%é learned to know the Church
of the Brethren through visits or service in Castafier will have to learn
our organization anew.

In a reorganization finalized by the Annual Conference of the Church in
June, The Brethren Service -Commission and the Foreign Mission Commission were
unified in a new World Ministries Commission. The’ reshuffllng of the two

" staffs is to be completed by next September, and will begin in earnest. when

the newly appointed Executive Secretary of the World Ministries Commission
takes up his duties on January lst. Named to the new post is Joel Thompson,
former missionary to Indone51a and current Director of Mission Educatlon -

N

The reorganization provides ample occasion to reassess both staffing
and internal organization in terms of present day problems and needs. Hope-
“fully the change will eliminate the oft recurring but unproductive discus-
sion on the question of whether service or mission is the more important
work of the Church. It should allow everyone to turn full energies and at-
tention to the mission of the Church, which knows no such arbitrary divisions.

So both the changes in government and church organization offer enough
assurances and enough questions that one looks forward to a stimulating
year of adjustment to the new factors in each realm. But in its basic com-
mitment as-a rural, church-related hospital in Puerto ‘Rico, the coming year

does not seem to call for major changes. .
- Ellis J. Shenk

- Eleven yeérs ago Nathan Leopold came to serve as a volunteer in Hospital

Castafier. His capabilities in many fields were invaluable. He taught the .

other members of the staff Spanish. He was laboratory &and x-ray technician
and later became our social worker. He took advanced work and graduated
from the U. of P.R. with a master's degree. Thus he furthered his under=
standing of the social, political and ecoromical sitnation as it exists in
Puerto Rico. He often says, " Part of me is bullt 1not ‘the very wall of
Hospital Castaifier. '

Now he and his wifeq Trudi, live in San-Juan. There, ag part time ad-
ministrative assistant of the progect, he gives valuable service in public
relations, soldcitation of donations, and through other contacts with
various businesses and agencies.

One of his great "joys'" has been participating in the celebration of
Three Kings' Day. Yes, more, he's been the guiding force., This year he is
asking local residents to carry more of the responsibility, lest it become
a "one-man'" project. “But he's still promoting it with his‘usual vigor.

His life has been and is a challenge to many. He's proved that doing
the best that you can wherever you are, under any circumstances, is a
victorious way of life. Here's to Nate and Trudi, two of the best friends
Castafier has ever had!

Ed. Note---- Especial thanks is due to Jay Coy for the art work, and to
Ellis Shenk and Judy Wolf for editoria”™ help. Also beer in mind the sten-
cils were not cut by a professionall M.H.B.
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to indigent patients, mostly for hospitalization. Another aspect of the work
in the last year has been the provision on a contract basis of ygdical, labo-
ratory and x-ray services and drugs to a clinic operated undér the Office of
Economic Opportunity in the four closest barrios of ‘Maricao. Over 1,000
patientevisits per month are made by the doctors going in turn to this clinic
about 40 minutes west of Castafier. Since Sastafier had traditionally served
much of this area, this large number of visits has shown to us the inadequacy
ef our outreach. Apparently we have failed in bringing services within reach
of the most isolated, and therefore the most needy.

The Hospital has been a participant in Medicare from its inception. In-
creasingly this has forced us to better the standards of our services. Again
in this past year we were subjected to a Medicare inspection. As a result,
there were further inspections of the pharmacy and the laboratory. Though
we have passed these inspections, it beomes more difficult to match our two
interests of participating in Medicare, and our desire to use indigenous
staff at all points possible. Because of the rural setting of the Hospital,
it seems impossible to hire trained personnel for the more technical jobs, un-
less there is time to wait while local people are trained for these jobs.

One of the hopeful signs is the fact ‘that there is now a sizeable Forps
of local nurses and nursing students. One almost has the impression that
Castafierwill not be able to absorb all of them.  But experience hag taught
us that not all return to Castafier, and many go'on to further educatiop or
family responsibilities. Hopefully other local youth will be led to train
themselves as x-ray technicians, laboratory technicians, pharmacists, and
dietitians. One bright spot in this whole picture is the acceptance.last
fall of one local.young man to.the Medical School of the Univ. of P. R,

As to the future of health care in Puerto Rico; at this moment there is
a lack of ¢larity as to the possible changes which the next governor may in-
tend in this field. Industrialist Luis A. Ferré, who won a comfortable
victory with his Partido Neuvo Progresista, over Luis Mufioz Marin's unsuspect-
ing cendidate Luis Negron Lopez, made campaign promises to change a great
many things in Puerto Rico. There is some indication that his party will at-
tempt to open up free choice of physician and hospital under the Medicaid
Program. This could bring considerable change to the health program here.

The political year was as ridden with surprises in Puerto Rico as in U.S,
When he failed to gain the Popular Party candidacy for governor, incumbent
Roberto Sanchez Vilella Dropped out of the Popular Party and announced his
alignment with a practically unknown new party, the Partido del Pueblo. He
eventually led this party to a strong third party status in the elections-
enough to snatch the prize from his rival Negron Lopez.

Though the Ferré forces won the governorship and the mayoralties in San
Juan, Ponce, Arecibo, Bayamon, and smaller towns, including Adjuntas, and
also wow a majority in the House, they failed to gain a majority in the
Senate. There they will likely have to deal with the astute Mufioz Marin as
Senate President in order to pass any of their legislative program. It is
now clear that one-party control is a thing of the past in Puerto Rica.

And despite the unknown true character of the year-old PNP, the next year
promises to be a very interesting one for Puerto Rican politics and for
the future of the island. !

Also due for some changes is the relationship of Castafier to the Church
of the Brethren. The Church, in its own"™Political" surprises of the year
has formed a new commission and named a new executive to which Castafier will
relate. Though Brethren readers have already learned of the development




- and recruitment.

through regular news channels, the many whs ha&é learned to know the Church
of the Brethren through visits or service in Castafier will have to learn
our organization anew. '

In a reorganization finalized by the Annual Conference of the Church in
June, The Brethren Service Commission and the Foreign Mission Commission were
unified in a new World Ministries Commission. The ‘reshuffling of the two !
staffs is to be completed by next September, and will begin in earnest. when .
the newly appointed Executive Secretary of the lWorld Ministries Commission
takes up his duties on January lst. Named to the new post is Joel Thompson,
former missionary to Indonesia and current Director of Mission Education ..

«

The ‘'reorganization provides ample occasion to reassess both staffing
and internal organization in terms of present day problems and needs. Hope-
“fully the change will eliminate the oft recurring but unproductive discus-
sion on the question of whether service or mission is the more important
work of the Church. It should allow everyone to turn full energies and at-
tention to the mission of the Church, which knows no such arbitrary divisions.

So both the changes in government and church organization offer enough
assurances and enough questions that one looks forward to a stimulating
year of adjustment to the new factors in each realm. But in its basic com-
mitment as-a rural, church-related hospital in Puerto Rico, "the coming year
does not seem to call for major changes. _ :

e ' Ellis J. Suaenk

- Eleven years ago Nathan Leopold came to serve as a volunteer in Hospital .
Castafier. His capabilities in many fields were invaluable. He taught the .
other members of‘the\staff.Spanish. He was laboratory and x-ray technician
and later became our social worker. He took advanced work and graduated
from the U. of P.R. with a master's degree. Thus he furthered his under=
standing of the social, political and ecoromical sitnation as it exists in
Puerto Rico, Heoften says, " Part of mé is built inot the very wall of
Hospital Castafier. L '

Now he and his wifey Trudi, live in San Juan. - There, as part time ad-
ministrative assistant of the projject, he gives valuable service in public
relations, soldcitation of donations, and through other contacts with
various businesses and agencies.

One of his great "joys" has been participating in the celebration of
Three Kings' Day. Yes, more, he's been the guiding force., This year he is
asking local residents to carry more of the responsibility, lest it become
a '"one-man" project. But he's still promoting it with his‘-usual vigor.

His life has been and is a challenge to many. He's proved that doing
the best that you can wherever you are, under any circumstances, is a
victorious way of life. Here's to Nate and Trudi, two of the best friends
Castafier has ever had!

Ed. Note---- Especial thanks is due to Jay Coy for the art work, and to
Ellis Shenk and Judy Wolf for editoria-. help. Also bear in mind the sten-
cils were not cut by a professional! MeHS B




BREVE-HISTORIA SOBRT LA COMUNIDAD DE CASTANER
José Alvarez Acosta

Para el afio 1936, Castafier era una inmensa finca de café con algunas ca-
sas viejas construidas de madera y zinc. 2n 1935 &sta 4rea fue declarada zona
aislada y en 1936 el govierno de Puerto Rico, con la ayuda del govierno federal
se empezd el desarrollo del &rea bajo un programa de rehabilitacibén de 4reas
atrasadas. 3Iste programa adquirid la finca por compra e iniciaron la labor de
adiestrar obreros en todas las fases agricolas y a las amas de casa en labores
domésticas e industriales. Bajo este programa se construyeron 200 casas de con-
creto armado, lo que elimind las viejas casas de madera. Para tener derecho a
una de estas casas, el obrero venia obligado a tomar el adiestramiento requerido
por ley o de lo contrario no era elegible. Al finalizar el entrenamiento se re-
partieron las casas con una cuerda de terreno, bajo un contrato de arrendamiento
el cual pagarian en cémodos plazos hasta liquidar el total del costo. Zn los
aflos de 1953 y 1954 el govierno hizo arreglos para que se le diera titulo de
propiedad a los obreros pagando un balance minimo reajustado, pasando estos a
ser duefios con titulo de propiedad.

Como en el &rea no habia escuela, se construyé una de 12 salones en 1937,
donde se ensefiaba desde el primer grado hasta el octavo. La comunidad carecia
de servicios médicos ya que estos quedaban a una distancia de 24 kms. y eran
de muy mala calidad. Habia muchas enfermedades y pardsitos. En 1942 la Iglesia
de los Hermanos con sede en Elgin, Illinois, fundd el Hospital Castafier e inme-
diatamente iniciaron un eficiente Yy muy competente programa de salud tanto en el
campo fisico como espiritual, el cual sigue funcionando muy eficazmente. '

In 1945 se establecid el servicio de correo. EIn 1947 la Iglesia de los Her-
manos en su interés por el progreso del &rea, establecid una escuela superior,
. [d . ) .
siendo ésta la primera de su clase en un campo de Puerto Rico,

En 1947 se organizé la Cooperativa de Consumo de Castafier y para esa misma
fecha inicid sus servicios. En 1950 se construyd el nuevo edificio Cooperativo
con auto-servicio y se organizd el Comité de la Comunidad de Castafier. 3Iste
comité trabaja por el mejoramiento en general del drea. En la Gltima década se
han construido un total de 200 hogares, o sea, 100 han sido construidos poe el
gobierno bajo la Administracién de Programas Sociales y 100 por personas que han
venido a residir aqui.

En 1962 se establecid la oficina de Bienestar Piblico ¥y en 1965 el Centro
de Distribucidn de Alimentos para personas indigentes. En 1968 se inicid 1la
construccidn de la primera fibrica de Fomento Industrial Y un Centro Comercial
Cooperativo cuyas construcciones estin en proceso actualmente. Esta es una
comunidad religiosa y cuenta con 5 iglesias, Catdlica, Bautista, Los Hermanos,
Episcopal y Pentecostal.




